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TO THE 


REASONINGS or Ma. GIBBON, 
"WE 


CHAPTER 


M Y firm belief of that religion which 
diſtinguiſhes its author and itſelf by/ a 
commandment: to. © love one another,” 
and conſequently to promote, to the ut- 
moſt of our power, the happineſs of all 
mankind, and more eſpecially of all our 
fellow-chriſtians, hath induced me to at- 
tempt a defence of it againſt the attacks 
— N B of 


1 | 
of the more ingenious than candid Mr. 
Gibbon, who, in his Hiſtory of the De- 
.cline of the Roman Empire, has endea- 
voured totally to deſtroy it, and to in- 
troduce I know not. what, it is more 
than probaþle he himſelf knows not 
what, in the place of it; but this I can 
tell him, he would introduce ſuch a pro- 
Aigacy of prineiple and manners, as muſt 
totally diſqualify the reader, with whom 
he has any ſucceſs, for any happineſs 
either in this or the next world; and 
that, whether conſidered as an individual, 
or a member of ſociety, the providence 
of God, and the nature of man, both 
of them unite to bear me -out in this 


I look upon it as a fortunate ineident 
for Ireland, that Dr. Watſon's Anſwer 
came - aut —_— 
'Gibbon's 


ES 4 
Gibbon's book ; for it confutes the moſt 
difficult and pernicious parts of it. But 
as this gentleman hath ſtudied conciſeneſs 
ſo much as to omit many things which 
to the leſs knowing reader may want an 
explanation, I have endeavoured to re- 
.medy this defect, by writing theſe obſer- 
vations, which will give tolerable view 
of the whole controverſy, and extend to 
thoſe objections againſt chriſtianity, which 
are the great foundations of our modern 
unbelief. | 


One ſhovld imagine, that deiſtical wri- 
ters, who all declare for a religion of 
Nature, and this ſo perfect, that nothing 
can be added to or diminiſhed from it, 
and the whole of it likewiſe ſo certain 
and manifeſt that no inſtruction can be 
wanted or given in it even by Gal him 
elf: —one ſhould imagine, at leaſt, that 
B 2 #hele 


E41 
theſe gentlemen would confer ſome ho- 
nour upon chriſtianity, not only for 
teaching a much more perfect and bene- 
ficial morality, and enforcing it by infi- 
nitely more powerful motives, than had 


ever been known by mankind before.; 
[ but likewiſe for its furniſhing us with'a 
F perfect knowledge of God, his laws, 
1 nature, government, and true religion, 
8 and the pure worſhip with which he is 


to be ſerved ; which knowledge muſt be 
moſt advantageous to virtue and the hap- 
pineſs of mankind, and thereby preſerve 
them from that abominable ſuperſtition 
. of the heathens which muſt proye fo 
© pernicious to both: one ſhould imagine 
that this abſurd and idolatrous paganiſm 
ſhould be as ſeverely, as it would be 
moſt juſtly, condemned by thoſe ſetters- 
up of religion, and chriſtianity in the 
80 8 manner — of and com- 
©) mended 
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mended by them. But nothing like this, 


nay, the very reverſe of this, is to be 
found in all our infidel writing. 


I The great ee learning of Mr. 
Gibbon, and his acquaintance with the- 
heathen and primitive chriſtian writers, 
muſt have informed him, that the groſſeſt 


immorality was not only permitted but 
required by the Gentile religion; that 


their gods, nay the very chief of them, 


were made up of the undutiful and in- 


ceſtuous, of the abuſers of themſelves with 
mankind, of the ſavage and murderer, 
of the thief and cheat. He eannot be 
ignorant that they confeſſedly worſhipped 


evil beings to prevent their doing them 


miſchief ; that human facrifices were uni- 
verſal among them; that they were pracs 
tiled even in their m3ſt civilized nations, 
and frequently offered up with an exceſs 
| | © By — 
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ſpired or been pleaſed wich ſuch a ſervice 


hon be well acquainted, and muſt like-. 


[6] 
of cruelty and torture. He muſt know: 
that many of their religious ſervices did 
require drunkenneſs, lewdneſs, pollution, 


blood, murder, even to their burning to 


athes their own living children, and ſome- 
times in great numbers, of their moſt no- 
ble and beſt families, to their horrible and 


malicious idols and devils: for nothing 


but ſuch accurſed ſpirits could have in- 


as this. 


Wich all-cheſe things muſt- Mr. Gib; 


wiſe know that all their wiſe philoſophers. - 


were ſo ignorant or timorous in theſe, 


matters, that they all, outwardly, con- 
formed to, the religions of their ſeveral, 
countries, and adviſed all others to do 


the ſame; and when chriſtianity aroſe, 
_ inſtead of abandoning. this deteſtable ſu - 


n | 
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LES 
perſtition, did, generally, endeavour to 


defend it; and, therefore, with equal 
falſehood and malice, did miſrepreſent. 
chriſtianity, and abuſe it as the baſeſt 
and moſt abominable of all falſe and bad 


religions. He cannot be, he is-not, ig-- 


norant of their abſurd notions of a fu- 


ture life, and the retributions of it; but 


makes their very honeſt philoſophers, 
and the prieſts. themſelves, deride the 
whole of their religious ſervices,. whilſt 
they officiated in them. What a charm- 
ing religion of nature was this, and what 
worthy guides in it were their philoſo-- 
phers and great men, upon whoſe inte- 
grity Mr. Gibbon, in other places, can 
himſelf repoſe, and would have others 


likewiſe. repoſe, RY unlimited con- 


fidence.. 
Thus aborninably falſe was hi pagan" 

religions 1 and what a ſad effect muſt this 

Big: -. have. 
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1 
have had upon the morals of the people 


when they were, even by their religion, 
initiated into wickedneſs; and muſt, be- 
ſides, be naturally led to imitate the ac- 
tions of theſe gods whom they worſhip- 
ped and thought it their duty to pleaſe? 
Theſe were their gods, and ſuch their 
worſhip, whilſt the one true God was 
totally abandoned by them; and yet Mr. 
Gibbon, in page 553 of his firſt vo- 


lume, inſtead of condemning, ſeems ra- 


ther to praiſe this perverſion of all reli- 
gion. The folly and falſehood of it are, 
indeed, acknowledged; but its unclean- 
neſs, madneſs, violence, cruelty, are all 
kept out of ſight, and this monſtrous 
ſuperſtition treated by him rather as an 
innocent and uſeful, than a moſt crimi- 
nal and pernicious deceit; and an occa- 
ſion taken to commend it for its mild- 
neſs and toleration; although it would 


to Þ 

bear no religion but ſuch as was founded 
upon its own bottom, nor ſometimes all 
of this neither; and though it ſhewed 
itſelf ſo cruel and bloody to the beſt of 
mankind for profetiing chriſtianity, and 
refuſing to join-in this their nn 
idolatry. 


CHAP. 


E * 


CHAP. II. 


H AVING, with the primitive chriſtian: 
apologiſts, conciſely ſhewn what that 
heatheniſm was which Mr. Gibbon fo. 
undeſervedly ſpares, or rather commends, 
let us with them turn to chriſtianity, and! 
ſee, likewiſe, what this religion is which: 
he fo unmeritedly condemns, and is en- 
deavouring to deſtroy. 


Chriſtianity informs us that there is: 
one infinite, eternal, all- powerful, omni- 
ſcient Spirit, whom we call God; Who, 
as he is abſolutely perfect in his being, 
and the producer of all other beings, ſo 
likewiſe in morality or holineſs ; for he 
is infinitely pure, juſt, merciful, good, 
aud true, and therefore the greateſt lover 
pioſſible. 


—_ . 
poſſible of virtue, and hater of vice. It 
tells us that the- heavens and the carth, 
and all things in. them, were created,. do 
ſubſiſt, and are goyerned by him: that 
he was too good to make man for this 
inſignificant life alone, but hath formed 
him for an endleſs and perfect exiſtence 
in a new life, and an everlaſting and in- 
conceivable glory and happineſs in it, 
provided he will, by proper behaviour in 
this world, qualify or. make himſelf capa- 
ble of them: that the qualification re- 
quired, is for him ſo to act in this pre- 
ſent life as ſhall render him the moſt: 
lovely and happy being in himſelf, moſt: 
beneficial. to every creature with whom. 
he is connected, and to whom his in- 
fluence can extend, and as ſhall fill him 
with thoſe affections which will affimi-- 
late him to the all- perfect God, and. 
train his. heart. to the enjoyment of that. 
being 


Being in whom alone the perfect happi- 
neſs of all intelligent creatures is to be 


found, and upon a likeneſs to whom it 
muſt for ever ef depend. 3 


Chriſtiabity tells os; that weak, fallen, 
and ſinful as all men are, and perfectly 
holy and juſt as their God, yet he is not 
man's enemy, but hjs moſt affectionate 
and beneficent friend; for even to us 
ſinners God is love: — that he does not 
deſert us as ſoon as he has made us, but 
watches continually over us to do us 
good, and this with ſuch a particular 
Providence, that a hair falls not from our 
heads but with his knowledge and by 
his permiſſion :—that we may, in every 
caſe, addreſs ourſelves to him in prayer, 
for protection, deliverance, guidance, 
bleſſing, and be ſure of obtaining them 
all ſo far as s they are good for us, pro- 
vided 


1 

vided we intreat them with fit diſpoſitions, 
and in the proper manner which he hath 
preſcribed to us; and from hence ſhews - 
us we have a certainty, that, with our 
own honeſt endeavours, he wyl 'carry us 
ſafe through all our dangers here, whe- 
ther of life or death, and never quit our 
protection till he has lodged us: for ever 
ſafe in heaven and its inconceivable, bliſs. 
What glorious and happy privileges are 
theſe for men! But (chriſtianity: tells us, 
that this js a bleſſed condition, to which 
we are not of ourſelves entitled, but which 
has been moſt dearly. — for 0 
by our dees, in are 7 


For 1 1 men are 8 : 
and the great Creator and Governor of 
the univerſe is of ſuch a nature as to hold 
all ſinners in abhorrence, and he muſt 
likewiſe, as he values the 3 af 
eli is 


N 
his whole creation, diſſuade by the moſt 
powerful motives poſſible from all fin, 
and perſuade to virtue; therefore has the 
moſt perfectly juſt and holy, but meſt 
merciful and loving God, | contrived a 
way to ſaye man, which ſhall the beft . 
anſwer to both theſe purpoſes, at the 
ame time that it procures pardon, fa- 
. wour, and happineſs for man, the ſinner. 
For to ſave mankind from the deſtructive 
mature and horrible effect of fin, did 
«that Son of God, who is himſelf the 
efficient and final cauſe and ſuſtainer of 

all things, become man, with all the 
Annooent weakneſs and 'infirmities of this 
low. nature, that, by therein performing 
for us the whole will of God, without 
any fin, he might-cloath us with his own 
righteouſneſs; and, by dying in all the 
tortures of the croſs for us, he might ex 
Piate our fing, and reconcile us to bis 
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all- holy father, and our offended God. 
By all theſe providences have we the 
greateſt deteſtation poſſible ſhewa to fin, 
and yet love to his creatures though fin- 
ners: and nothing could ever ſo aſſect- 
ingly prove the dreadfully odious and 
pernicious nature of vice, -and the abſo- 
lute neceſſity of virtue in order to our 
future happineſs, as does this chriſtian 
ſcheme of ſalvation. And, to encreaſe 
this conviction, we are not yet, with all 
this exceſs of kindneſs maniſeſted to us, 
permitted to put up a petition to him 
but through the mediation of this infi- 
| -nitely-deſerving Redeemer ; nor Me Ve 
capable of any acceptance from him, 
but through the fanctification of his all- 
Powerful and Holy Spirit, who ſhall ne 
and thereby render us capable of that 
divine favour and happineſs for which 
we 


86 
we were at firſt created. And thus is 
the whole of our ſalvation from our God, 
who himſelf atones, ſanctifies, pardons, 
bleſſes, and is all in all to the true chriſ- 
tian. Beſides, to give us an undoubted 
aſſurancs of his having obtained all theſe 
' bleſſings for us, he riſes from the grave 
and conquers death, the penalty of fin, 
' aſcends into heaven, the place of our 
happineſs, to take poſſeſſion before-hand 
for us; he is inveſted with all power, 
both in heaven and earth; he viſibly 

Hilh ſends down from thence the gifts of his 

FAR Holy Spirit upon men: and becauſe he 

60 loved us to ſuch an inconceivable degree, 

== therefore is he appointed the judge of 

{ all creatures, and he himſelf it is who is 

4 to award them all to their proper fate, 

f 3b whether of happineſs or miſery, for ever; 

il and our ſalvation put entirely into his 

i | power. ba! 48 1 518 
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By theſe means have we the moſt cer - 
tain and comfortable aſſurance of our 
being all ſaved upon the eaſy terms 
of the Goſpel, and made partakers of 
endleſs life and inconceivable happineſs. 
And ſhall any man wilfully caſt away 
theſe bleſſings from him? It is true that 
they are moſt wonderful ; and, where 
a wrong biaſs of mind hath been con- 
tracted, that they will appear hard of 
belief, or utterly incredible. But, to take 
off this incredibility, let it be confidered, 
that God is an infinite being, and muſt 
therefore be exalted as much above men 
in his workings, as in his incomprehen- 
fible nature; and as every perſon ac- 
quainted with his material creation, muſt 
acknowledge, that he is here inſcrutable 
where yet there can be no oppoſition 
made to his will, ſo muſt he be much 
more inſcrutable in the formation and 
C govein- 
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government of his moral. creatures, who | 
to be moral muſt, be free, and therefore 
governed, according to their freedom: 
but who, if they be free, will many of 


them, for preſent. gratification, be evex 


flying off from that rule of right to which 


all happineſs is, and muſt be, annexed, 
and theteby introducing evil, inſtead, of 


the Creator's intended good, into his good | 


creation. Where this happens to be the 
caſe, a remedy will be manifeſtly wanted; 
and certainly it is ſo in this our world: 
and we find that the divine power, wiz 
dom, goodneſs, are greatly, I had almoſt 
ſaid principally, here diſplayed, by the 
very many and various remedies. which 


he hath provided for the numberleſs evils 


which. immorality and wickedneſs have 
introduced into our world, and to which, 


we are here ſo miſerably ſubjected. 


Beſides 


4 

Beſides, the divine Being muſt ever be 
diſtinguiſhed and glorified by his work- 
ings, and chiefly, no doubt, by his work- . 
ings to do good; and, if fo, it muſt be 
by providetices' of mercy and kindneſs 
which ſhall be expreſſive of his infinity, 
and therefore ſtupendous and wonderful 
beyond all created conception. And if 
it be oonſidered, that a love to virtue and 
his creatures muſt ever be the bigheſt 
affections in the divine mind, and muſt, 
by the manifeſtations which he thall here- 
in make of his nature, do the moſt ho- 
nour to himſelf and benefit to all moral 
beings; (for this'will beget in them the 
greateſt love to; and happineſs" in him, 
and fill them with theſe affections which. 
are of all others the moſt lovely and 
bliſsful ;) we ſhall then ſee abundant rea- 
ſon for this providence of Chriſtianity, 
and in | fullneſs of conviction acknow- 
* 2 ledge, 
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engages· a Heaven of the like happineſs 
to the virtuous perſon :—a declaration 


rf - 20 1 . 


ledge, that he hath hereby deſervedly 


gotten himſelf a name which is above 


every name that ever was or ſhall be 


named, whether in heaven or earth, whe- 


ther in this world or in the world to 


come; and does moſt peculiarly merit 
the moſt thankful and high adoration and 

praiſe of every creature, upon account of 
this wonderful work of our redemption 


in Chriſt. 


But it will be aſked, Ts this, indeed, 
the whole of Chriſtianity ? I anſwer that 
it is not; for this religion is made up 
of threatenings as well as of promiſes; 
and denounces a Hell of never-ending 
torments to the wicked, as well as it 


this, truly affecting and awful to the 
moſt virtuous of men; but, to the many 
| Ty. wicked 
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wicked among us, ſo horrible, that it 
muſt make them wiſh, and eagerly too, 
that death may be to them, what it is 
now frequently ſtyled, the end of all 
exiſtence. But who. are they with whom 
this muſt be the caſe? Why only with 
thoſe men who will ſacrifice the boaſted 
dignity of rational and moral man, to 
the low appetites. and paſſions of irra-- 
tional and immoral. brute. And where 
this is the cauſe of infidelity to any, how 
very baſe and deteſtable muſt the infidel 
be? Every animal is made to defire en- 
joyment; and man, by knowing that 
there can be. no enjoyment without exiſ- 
tence, is made to defire ' exiſtence, and 
this without end: and herein his animal 
nature joins in with his reaſon; for it 
makes him abhor, and, to the utmoſt of 
his power, to reſiſt and ſtrive againſt 
death and an extinction of being. And. 

3 what: 
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ſelves down. to the tranſitory, i 


f 22 ] 


what is it, then, which can cauſe theſe 
people to wiſh for this extinction? Why 


it is, that they may here wallow in all 


ſenſuality without any thought or care of 
rehgion or futurity, and yet avoid that 


wounded (conſcience which would make 


them juſtly apprehend, that, if there 


| ſhould be another life, they muſt be mi- 
ſerable in it; for it is manifeſtly better 
not to be at all, than to ſubſiſt in miſery. 


And does, then, their perfect and 
boaſted religion of Nature bring them at: 
laſt to this unnatural paſs, that they will,, 
upon the baſeſt of motives, and contrary 


to their own nature and to the intention. 


of their all - beneficent God, who has. 
made them for an infinitely. better. exiſ- 
tence than that of this life, and ſuch glo- 
rious enjoyments in it, will they pin them- 
ificant- 


We 
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gratifications of this preſent world, And 


with for nothing more, nay, that there 
might be no more, bur All end with this 
life > Let there be bur a place of any 


conſiderable profit or h6nour offered to- 


any of them, and how will he rejoice in 
it, and what difficulties will he not go- 
through to. obtain or preſerve it? And 
how is it, then, that this man ſhall ſpurn 
away from him the infinitely more va- 
luable offer of an endleſs poſſeſſion of 
inconceivable glory and happineſs > This 


_ perſon may, in this, certainly ſee his owns 


baſeneſs, unreaſonableneſs, and demerit: A 
but, as we made not ourſelves, nor can 
alter that conſtitution. of things which 
the divine will hath eſtabliſned, it is our 
chief buſineſs, in effect our only buſi- 
neſs, moſt carefully and impartially to 
enquire whether theſe moſt important 
matters be not ſo as Chriſtianity has re- 

c 4 preſented 
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conform ourſelves to them; for other- 

wiſe we may, and deſervedly ſhall, undo 

ourſelves by this moſt unreaſonable and | 

criminal neglect. 
[ 
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c HAP. II. 


unis TIANTTy tell us, that there 
is to be another life after this, and that 
it ſhall be a ſtate of retribution; and the 
natures. both of God and man tell us 
the ſame. The Heathen philoſophers, 
through their ignorance - of the divine. 
Being, and .his moral and particular go- 
vernment of the world, could make no- 
thing of this argument. Seneca, as well 
as Mr. Gibbon, tells us, that although 
they had promiſed,” yet they had not 
proved, this future exiſtence : but it is. 
not ſo with them whom OY has . 
eobghtened.. 


Man is a moral creature; and to be 
moral, is to deſerve love and reward, 
| bo 
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butions. And ſhall he not deal with 
him in a manner comformable to them? 


wiſh tlie other, 


[26 J 
or hatred and , puniſhment, for his 
good or evil, behaviour : he feels that 
it is ſo. The divine Being is likewiſe 
moral, moral in the higheſt poſſible de- 


gree; and muſt; therefore, have theſe af. 
fectionb to the man, and ſee that he me- 


rits the one of the other bf theſe retri- 


This would be a dlrect conttadletion tb, 
both their natures; and; thetefott; he 


muſt, as ebftainly as he is mordl hittiſelf, 


arid much more as he is the moral gover- 
nor of the world, reward: the one, and pu- 
And #s this retfibutiof 
is not always, perhaps never, adequately 
adniiniftered in this world, it muſt be ſo 
in another; and that conſtituti6if 6f Na- 


ture, which the Creator of the world 


bath eſtabliſhed, demonctrates woo i 
thall be ow = 


1 
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ligion and virtue are, then, the 


[ 7 ] 

All happineſs depends upon virtue; 
and, to be complete in happineſa, we 
muſt be entire in virtue: for wherever 
vice is admitted, miſery muſt be there. 
If, then, the all- gracious God hath de- 
ſigned us for any bappineſs hereafter, and 
much more for a happineſs which. is to 
be complete and certain, he muſt breed 
us up to virtue here; for we are made 
every thing, we are even made reaſoners, 
by exerciſe and habit: and if we ſhall: 
accuſtom ourſelves to contradict and de- 
ſpiſe the obligations of virtue for the love 
of ſenſuality and vice, we muſt, by a na- 
tural neceſſity, render ourſelves incapable- 
ſelves into miſery and ruin; and remain 
in this miſery till we have changed our 
nature, and made that victuous and good 
which was before vicious and bad. Re- 
moſt im- 


portant 


— 28 J 
portant of all matters; and the infidel 
neglect of them the moſt irrational and 
deſtructive that can be. We muſt in 
this life take care to habituate ourſelves 
to love and to chuſe the things whieh 
are gdod, and to abominate and caſt 
from us the things which are evil. And 
man's own nature ſhews him that this 
was the very end. of his creation, and 
the cauſe of his being introduced into, 
the preſent world. 

That man is deteſtable and vicious: 
who is not governed by virtue ; and vir- 
tue always requires, that, in the things 
concerning itſelf, we act above this world; 
and, where any competition comes be- 
tween the intereſts of the two, that we 

act in direct contradiction to the latter, 
and ſacrifice all the enjoyments of life, 
nay, and life itſelf, to the obligations of 


— 
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virtue; and this too, although it ſhould 
be by the moſt painful of deaths. And 
ſo certainly as man's nature requires this 
of him, ſo certainly does it prove that 
he was made for a future life, and a juſt 
retribution in it: for, otherwiſe, his moral 
and all - gracious Creator and Governor 
muſt have -cauſed him to loſe all enjoy- 
ment, nay, and his exiſtence too, for 
the doing of that which he wills and re- 
quires him to do, muſt love him for 
having done, and for which he muſt fee 
that he deſerves a reward; and the 
higher reward, the more he acts in this 
manner. Theſe: things cannot be, it is 
impoſſible that they ſhould be; and 
therefore a future life, and a juſt retribu- 
tion in it, are as certain to thoſe who 
truly know their God, as that there is 
ſuch a Being, and that he made and go- 
verns the world. And, in fact, a notion 


of - 
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of this Kind is ſo natural to man, that it 
has generally prevailed over the whole 
earth; and we can hardly find any nas 
tion, however barbarous, in which this 
Bas not been their belief; but ſo obs 
ſcured and perverted, where Chriſtianity 

did not enlighten them, that it became 

uſeleſs, and even ridiculous, to nn 

T2 ing pat of mankind. | 


- Liess jufb and bene isl then, is Chrifs 
tianity, which hath opened” and aſcers 
tained all theſe moſt important matters to 
us, and affured us all of everlaſting life; 
glory, happineſs, upon the eaſy terms 
of the Goſpet? And what ſhall we think 
of that perſon, who, by deſtroying Chriſi 
tianity, would ſtrip us of that hope ſo 
glorious in itſelf, and always ſo neceſſury 
to cheer us in the many misfortunes of 
this. preſent life; and which would; at the 
| | - lame 
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ſame time, nearly reduce this world to a 
hell of wickedneſs and miſery ; for the 
taking away all expectation of a future 
life, or retribution in it, muſt produce all 
theſe horrible effects: it, muſt give ta 
our animal and brutiſh. appetites and paſ 
ſions, the entire dominion over the man, 
and thereby annihilate every thing which 
is worthy. of eſteem, or productive: of 
happineſs, - and throw. him into every: 
vice which is moſt debaſing and hurtful ;: 
to himſelf. And thus having opened and 
vindicated, the truth and benefit of Chriſ- 
tianity in the foregoing moſt important 
particulars, upon the miſtaking, of which 
the greater part of our-modern anfidelity: 
Mr..Gibbon's objections againſt this re 
ligion, and return, as J hope, a ſatis- 
actory reply to them, 


CHAP. 


{ 32 1 


CHAP. W. 


Ir is certain, from Mr. Gibbon's de 
 claring} the polytheiſtick- worſhip of the 
Heathens to be all fooliſh and falſe, and 
yet avoiding to give any commendation 
to that of the Chriſtians, which is all 
confined to the one true. God, and is 
a ſpiritual ſervice befitting his ſpiritual 
and infinite nature; but, on the con- 
trary, blaming them for refuſing all com- 
munication with the heathens, in their 
religious offices; — it is certain that he muſt 
totally condemn. all adoration of God as 
. piece of ſuperſtition and folly. But, as 
Chriſtianity and Judaiſm, upon which it 
is founded, have laid the greateſt ſtreſs 
upon this matter, and made divine wor- 
pe the fit of all· duties, it is become 
abſolutely 


da” 


a 

abſolutely requiſite that we enquire into 
the neceſſity and reaſonableneſs of this 
worthip ; and this not only for the con- 


conviction of many of thoſe who call 
themſelves Chriſtians, but, by the ſo- 
phiſms of our infidels, have been drawn 
into ſuch a neglect and contempt of this 
great duty, as a total rejection of Chriſ- 


alone vindicate. 


I will not ſuppoſe my antagoniſt to be 
an atheiſt, but a theiſt and a believer of 
God and his attributes; and upon this 
foundation will I argue the caſe with him, 
It is the office of reaſon to make us en- 
quire and know, and principally in thoſe 


ſelves, and important to us. And as the 
being. and nature of God, his govern- 
e ment 
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futation of unbelievers, but alſo for the 


tianity, and indeed -of all religion, -can 


things which are moſt excellent in them- 


— 
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ment of the world, our dependence upon 
and obligations to him, and the returns 
which it is proper we ſhould make for 
them, are of all other ſubjects the moſt 
noble and intereſting, ſo mult it be the 
principal end for which reaſon was given 
us, the chief of its offices, and our moſt 
important buſineſs to enquire into, and 
make ourſelves knowang in, all theſe mats. 
ters. And upon any proper enquiry, we 
muſt find our God to be. the Creator of 
all things, that they all do ſubſiſt but by 
his will, and every one of them depend 
upon him for its being, and all the blei- 
fings which any creature pofleſſes. And 
we ſhall likewiſe find that he is fo per- 
fectly excellent in himſelf, and fo infi- . 
nitely good to men, as to deſerve all the 
eſteem, reverence, love, thankfulneſs, 
which our hearts can contain: and when 


A WT of theſe things has been ac- 
Jn 


1 
quired, we muſt ſee it to be our duty, 

and the firſt of all duties, to entertain 

ſuch affections for him, as are ſuitable to 

his all- perfect nature and our obligations, 

and from hence know, that we ought to 

take all proper means to entertain, pre- i 
ſerve, invigorate, and expreſs theſe ſenti- 

ments to him; and as ſoon as the ſoul 

has contracted theſe diſpofitions, we ſhall 

proſtrate ourſelves before him in the moſt 

humble adoration of dependence, Jove, 


truſt, RI: praiſe, | 


Neither is this grateful homage. our 
duty only, but alſo our higheſt intereſt. 
Although man be at the head of - our 
world, there is not any animal in it which 
has ſo many wants, and is of himſelf ſo 
little able to ſupply them. He is, in- 
deed, that great beggar who ſubſiſts up- 
on the joint alms of the whole creation. 
"Win There 
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There is no other animal who feels ſuch 
want of enjoyment, that is ſubject to 
ſo many evils, and ſuffers ſo often and 
grievouſly, as he; none of them which: 
are fo 3 in their bleſſings, nor 
troubled with thoſe reaſonable fears and 
anxieties which ſo often fill and torture 
the human breaſt : and if every man ex- 
perienees theſe wantings in the affairs of 
this life, how much more does the re- 
ligioniſt feel them in thoſe of his eternal 
concerns | This is unqueſtionably his 
caſe.; and by theſe wants, as well as his 
own natural inclinations, .is he urged on, 
is he almoſt compelled to look out for 
ſome ſuperior being, upon whoſe good- 
neſs and power he may depend for pro- 
tection and for ſuccour, ſuitable to his 
many dangers, and all his craving wants: 
And to his greateſt poſſible advantage, 
he may hve all this in his almighty and 
5 4 moſt 
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moſt loving and kind God; for he him 
ſelf has aſſured him, that he will, upon 
his properly aſking them in prayer, fave 
him from every evil, and bleſs him with 
every good, ſo far as theſe ſhall be really 
beneficial to him. What ar ineſtimable 
benefit, then, is this Chriſtian worſhip to 
men! when we, who muſt care for all 
theſe things, know that we can thus lay 
all our care upon one who careth for us, 
and is always as willing and ready, as he 
is powerful and mighty, to Protect and. 


ſave us. 


But this. i not all: the divine Being 
ſtands in another relation. to man, which 
is of all others the moſt important, and 
to which he ought moſt carefully to at- 
tend; namely, that he is the moral go- 
vernor and judge of the world; which 
relationſhip, beſides adding another rea- 
; D 3. ſon. 


. 
ſon for divine worſhip, will introduce a 
new and different ſpecies of it. | 


We know that the heaven of heavens 
cannot contain him, that be fills che 
whole of/ creation, and all ſpace, which 
is infinitely beyond it, and is more inti> 
mately preſent to every creature than any 
creature can be to itſelf, and underſtands 
much better whatſoever it thinks or acts: 
and with this abſolutely perfect know- 
| ledge of them all, we know that he muſt 
both from the nature of himſelf and his 
government, reward or puniſh men for 
their good or evil behaviour here. As 
man is, then, a ſinner, and obnoxious to 
the divine vengeance, ſo muſt he, in his 
adoration, addreſs his God with thoſe ſen- 
timents and expreſhons which are ſuitable 
to his finful condition. He muſt, if he 
will hope for the ſo exceedingly wanted 
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mercy and pardon from his offended God, 
who cannot be deceived, and is of too 
pure eyes to behold, or bear with, iniqui- 
ty, he muſt conceive and declare his 
fenſe of, and ſorrow for, his fins, confeſs 
them all to him, humble himſelf for 
them, reſolve to amend them, and im- 
plore the forgiveneſs of them, and the 
divine aſfiſtance to enable him to con- 
quer them hereafter, and live # more vir- 
tuous hfe. That finner, and every man 
is a firmer, who does not thus humble 
himſelf before his God for his manifold 
tranſgreſſions, has no knowledge of him- 
ſelf or the great Governor of the world, 
nor any ſenſe of, nor repentance for, 
fin ; and neither deſerves nor is capable 
of mercy or happineſs whilft he continues 
fach: for, without a reformation of foul, 
he is diſqualified for both of theſe; and 
* uo refonmatiqn till he is filled 

D4 with 
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with thoſe diſpoſitions and ſentimente 
which 1 have now deſcribed. 


And here it is to be obſerved, that, as 
the great end of all true religion and re- 
| Lgious wor ſhip, is to qualify men for the 
favour and happineſs of God, and nei- 
ther of theſe is poſſible to be obtained 
but by virtue, ſo muſt all true religion 
tend to make us virtuous :—and as no 
means can be ſo powerful for this pur- 
poſe as thoſe which ſhall beget in us an 

unfailing and moſt lively ſenſe of the be- 
ing of a God, and his conſtant inſpection, 
of, and regard to, our behaviour, as our 
juſt governor and judge,—and. prayer 
is the beſt means. poſſible to preſerve and 
enliven this ſenſe, as alſo to breed in our 
hearts all thoſe affections which are moſt 

virtuous and inciting to virtue, —ſa is it 
from hence manifeſt, that prayer is _ 
only, 


4 1 | 
only the firſt but the moſt important of 
all duties ; for to love that incomprehen · 
ſible Being who is all perfection, loveli - 
neſs, goodneſs, and bliſs, with all our 


heart, with all our foul, with all our 


mind, and with all our ſtrength, is, both 
from reaſon and revelation,. the. greateſt 
of all the commandments ; and prayer is 


the breeding, exerciſing, and e 
all theſe 2 in us. 


It is from hence now ** plain and 
certain, that it muſt prove a direct con- 
tradiction to the whole reaſon and nature 
of religious worſhip, to offer it up to 
any other than the one true God ?- And 
could, then, the primitive Chriſtians join. 
with the Heathens in their religious ſer- 
vices? No! To have given this to the 
higheſt and pureſt of angels would have 
been idolatry 3. and how much more ſo 
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1 
when theſe were performed to ſuch . 
bominable ereatures, and in ſuch abo- 
minable rites as the Heathen workup con- 
ſiſted of! 


Beſides, as the innocent and neceſſary 
buſineſs, refreſhments, and amuſements 
of this life muſt totally engroſs the man 
i there were not ſome proper means ap- 
pointed by which to take off his atten- 
tion from them, and fix it upon his infi- 


nitely more important concerns of futu- 
rity, ſo is prayer of all others the moſt 
forcible to work this effect upon him. 
And now let my reader think what an 
anvaluable privilege it is to have the AE 


mighty Governor of the world ever opety 


to our petitions, and ready to grant them; 
and what a benefit Chriſtianity has con- 
ferred upon us in preſerving and making 
acceptable our proper worſhip; and what 


was at all a duty, or appropriated to the 
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an infinite prejudice it muſt do-.to the 
world, to have both this religion and re- 
ligious adoration totally deſtroyed } In 
this have we a fignal inſtance of the un- 
certainty and great imperfection of that 
religion of nature, as it is called, which 
our infidels would ſet up, and are uſed ſo 
mightily to extol, when the great ge- 
nius and learning of Mr. Gibbon could 
not yet diſcover that religious worſhip 


one true God; but he holds it all to be 
a piece of ſuperſtition and folly, It is- 
not, however, a duty to be admitted by 
any deiſt; for this conceſſion would ne- 
ceſſarily imply, that the divine Being 
had a regard to the behaviour of men, 
and was governor of the world: and 
this implication would fo mightily dis 
turb the quiet of thoſe gentlemen who 
think, with Lord Bolingbroke, that they 
can 
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ean have no reaſon to fear God, cough 
there ſhould be a future life, for he can 
never do any of his creatures any harm, 
that this was by all means to be rejected 
from their belief. And here, too, we 
have a fignal inſtance of what the genes 
roſity and boaſted dignity of theſe gen- 
tlemen- amount to; who, inſtead of be- 
ing moved to virtue by this unbounded 
goodneſs of their God, do, from hence; 
take occaſion not only to negle& him 
and his particular duty, but to run into 
the moſt ſhameful and pernicious wick. 
edneſs that the faſhion of the world, or 
' a regard to their own reputation, will 
allow of. 


And having now ſcen what Heathen- 
im was, and Chriſtianity is, and how 
exceedingly abſurd and abominable the 
former, even in, the moſt poliſhed, in- 
4 quiſitive,, 
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quiſitive, and knowing nations; and how 
entirely true, uſeful, conſiſtent, and im- 
portant the latter; it will be eaſy to ob- 
ſerve, that he muſt have a mind deeply 
prejudiced, who does not here-diſcern the 
certainty and truth of the Chriſtian reli- 
gion, and that founded not only on rea- 
ſon, but in its goodneſs and happy ef- 
fects; and ſee that it muſt come from 
that infinitely beneficent Being, who loves | 

and would make happy all his creatures, 
not willing that any ſhould periſh, but 
that all-ſhould come to everlaſting life. 


"I 


CHAP. 
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O HA. . 


Ms. Gibbon, in page 536, accounts 
for the prevalence of the Chriſtian reli- 
gion in theſe words: It was owing 10 
Ibe convincing evidence of the dofirine it. 
ſelf, and the ruling providence of its great 
Author. What pity it is that this gentle- 
man does not always write in the ſame 
manner !—but afterwards, with a mani- 
elt inconſiſtency, applies all his endea- 
"yours to extirpate this religion, which in 
this place he ſo juſtly commends for its 
uſefulneſs and truth. But leaving this to 
his own heart, whether for ridicule or ſe- 
riouſneſs, I am to obſerve, that one moſt 
material proof for our religion is here 
totally ſuppreſſed ; namely, the very nu- 
merous and ſtupendous miracles which 
48 Chriſt 
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Chrift and his Apoſtles worked for the 
confirmation of their divine miſſion; and 
which, as Dr. Watſon obſerves, are in 
the Scriptures ſo interwoven with their 
doctrines, that it is impoſſible to ſeparate 
them the one from the other; and which, 
although they had all ceaſed with the 
lives of the Apoſtles, were yet fo authen- 
tically ſet forth by them in a moſt un- 
doubted hiſtory, that all men might be 
as certain of them as if they had been 
the objects of their own ſenſes. Never 
men gave ſuch proofs of their integrity 
as the writers of them did; and all that 
they delivered was from their own certain 
knowledge, for they had ſeen and heard 
them. Nor were theſe miracles wrought 
in a dark corner, or in the preſence of 
friends, to cover up or promote an im- 
poſture, or to prove things pleaſing to 
the world, or where the great of it could 

be 


. 
be flattered by them; but it was to in- 
troduce a new and abominated religion, 
and in the preſence of adverſaries, the 
moſt eager and ſpiteful againſt them, and 
in a moſt knowing nation, who had all! 
power in their hands, and were, by the 
ſtrongeſt ties both of intereſt and in- 
 clination, driven on to diſcover and ex- 
poſe the cheat, if any thing of that kind 
could be found in them; but who, by 
authentic proofs drawn from their own: 
writings, are ſhewn to have ackno.Jledg- 
ed them: only by aſcribing them to ma- 
gick, they deſtroyed their effects, and 
even made them the ſubjects of ridicule 
to their own people. Let us, however, 
go on to conſider ſome of the internal 
evidences which our author himſelf ak- 
lows to be in Chriſtianity. 
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For a. proper repreſentation of this mat· 
| ter, 


[ 49 J 
ter, in many of the moſt ſtriking in- 
ſtances, I am happy in being able to re- 
fer the reader to Mr. Jenyns's late book 
upon this ſubject, who was once as much 
prejudiced, and wrote as perniciouſly, a- 
gainſt Chriſt's religion, as Mr. Gibbon 
himſelf ; but to whomn a thoughtful hour, 
when the vanities of this world ceaſed to 
have an undue influence upon his mind, 
brought conviction along with it; and 
this upon ſuch juſt and forcible reaſons, 
that, if Mr. Gibbon will as juſtly conſi- 
der them, as they are juſtly ſet forth, they 
will make a believer of him as they did 
of Mr. Jenyns. This being, howevet, 
a moſt important ſubject, I will add ſome- 
thing both to its internal and external 
wieter; Rego 


The latter gentleman, with the greateſt 
truth, obſerves, that before Chriſtianity 
E there 


1 fe 
44 
1 
y 21 
1 
4 L [1 
- 
44 Tr 
l 
Ll og 
* | 
7. 
1 
1 * 
' + 
Bug +. 
. 
1 q 
it 
| * 
4 9 
11 ' 
1 
= 
» 2% 
- 
7 2 
4 15 
1 
3% 4 x 
$4 * N 
Ty = J 1 
A 
* F , 
vo — 
2 | 
. 4 n l 
{ 
17 
4 2 
il 
© 
*Þ 
4 - 
* 
, = 
9 
. 
} 
. 
q 1 
1 
& 4 : 
o 5 
0 4.3 
1 
i , 
\ 1} Fs 
.* 
''# EH 
4 * 
« , 5 
« 1 
, = 
: y 
© 3.68 
HT \ «8 
1 % - 
- { N 
4 a4: 
1 
d \ og o 
A : 
ſ ' | 
n = 
1 
＋ 1 
4 = 
'i+F ” 
"271 
* 1 
. 
1 # 
V 5 
9 9 
5111 
1. ö 
"2. 
4 HY 
4 ret 
5 1 
* 
F i 
+ iS. „ 
1 
N 10 * 
1 „ 
7 Tl 
1 ＋ 
14 
WW 
Aa 
A 2 
17 
1 
&* 
| . 
14 ; 
. 
1 
+}. 
. * 
. 
l 
— . | 
© 4 
19 
1 
1 
1 * * 
p | 
_ i 
: 
14F 
014. +4 
+7 
1 > 
* { 5 
: 


there exiſted nothing like true religion 


ſoners and wiſeſt philoſophers, was falle- 
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lo very high and wonderful, and ſo, well 


1 9 


upon the face of the earth, except only 
among the Jews, who were enlightened 
by Chriſtianity's precurſor; for all of the 
Heathens, as held by their greateſt rea- 


> my VE” "x 


hood, ſuperſtition, idolatry. But Chriſt 
was a carpenter, and the reputed ſon of 
a carpenter ; and his Apoſtles, all of them, 
illiterate, and the moſt of them poor ig- 
norant fiſhermen: and yet theſe low pes 
ple have given to the world ſuch a com- 
pleat rule of duty both to God and man, 
that there is neither ſuper- abundance nor 
deficiency. in it; but where the. ſharp 
eyes of a Shaftſbury condemns, and would 
have it amended, he would have but per- 
verted and ſpoiled the whole by the pro- 
poſed charge. Theſe men, too, ſet forth 
in their writings a ſcheme of providence 


adapted 
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1 
adapted to, and explanative of, the an- 
cient and previous revelation of the Jews, 
that we may ſafely pronounce. the inven- 
tion of it to be far beyond all human 
wiſdom, and much more the wiſdom of 
theſe ignorant, poor Apoſtles. 


Theſe illiterate men alſo give us the 
hiſtory of the life, actions, teaching, of 
a man who aſſumed a character great be- 
yond imagination, and to which nothing 
in this world was equal, or had any like- 
neſs to it; namely, of his being both 


God and Man. And have they, indeed, 
made him act up to this claim? Let the |, 


reader know, to his aſtoniſhment, they 
really have; that they have done it in 


every inſtance, and where the things were 


moſt ſtupendous and difficult; where 
they were to fill up this ſeemingly con- 
tradictory character, long before deſcribed 


| Sos in 


L 
in many prophecies, and to be manifeſt. 
ed by a ſeries of miraculous works, 
which were totally beyond all human 
powers, and in which the greater part 
of this character was directly repugnant 
to their own expectations, their deepeſt 
prejudices,»and all their hopes and com- 
fort in this world ; and the whole of theſe 
tranſactions deſcribed in the moſt plain 
and artleſs narration that ever was pen- 
ned: and all this with a diſcovery of their 
own great faults, their worldly-minded- 
neſs, ſtupidity, and perverſeneſs ; and 
their maſter's reprehenfions for - them, 
Here have we internal evidence indeed ; 
and 1 will, beſides, add to it an external 
proof likewiſe, 3 


* 


It was impoſſible that the Apoſtles 
could be deceived, or deceivers; and 


therefore their teſtimony is true. They 
muſt 


t 1 


muſt have known whetlier Chriſt ravght 
ſuch doctrines, worked ſuch miracles, 
died upon the croſs, was buried, roſe a- 
gain from the dead, and proved himſelf - 
to be alive again by many infallible to- 
kens ; they muſt have known whether 
he did, according to the promiſe made 
them whilſt he was alive, ſend down up- 
on them, after his death, the gifts of his 
Holy Spirit, whereby to make them 
know and receive his true religion, a- 
gainſt which they were before moſt in- 
veterately . prejudiced ; — to underſtand 
and ſpeak a variety of languages, with 
which they were before totally unac- 
quainted; to enable them, in conſequence 
of his previous promiſe; to perform the 
ſame miracles which he had done in confir- 
mation of their divine miſſion, and to give 
to theſe former worldlings and cowards ſuch 
a ee for this world, ſuch a regard 
E 3 for 
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for the truth, the ſalvation of men, and 
the rewards of virtue in a future life; 
and ſuch an undaunted daring ſpirit io 
doing the thing which was right, as 
cauſed them, though before well warned 
of the fatal conſequences of the thing, 
to go about and preach Chriſt's religion 
to every nation under heaven; and to 
perſevere in this work againſt all the per. 
ſecutions which malice, power, cruelty, 
could inflict upon them, even to the moſt 
torturous of deaths. Theſe things they 
muſt have all known; it was impoſſible 
for them to be deceived in any of them ; 
and yet their Maſter, in ſending them out, 
puts their miſſion upon ſuch a hettom, 
as renders it impoſſible for them to be 


de ceivers. 


For as he did, contrary to al the ends 
of Bl fix the truth of his own 


office 


© 


I 1 

office upon his undergoing the moſt igno- 
minious treatment, and cruel death; fo did 
he ſend out his Apoſtles upon the fame 
footing. His own words ate, Behold I 
ſend you forth as ſheep among wolves :— 
ye ſhall be betrayed by fathers, mothers, 
fiſters, brethren ; ye ſhall be called before 
kings for my ſake, ſcourged in their ſy- 
nagogues, put to death, and ſo hated of 
all men, that he who killeth you will 
think he doth God ſervice: Very ſtrange 
it is, that ſuch a religion as theirs ould 
produce ſuch an effect; but he fore-ſaw 
and predicted it to them: tlieſe predic- 
tions they every where publiſhed whete-/ 
ever they preached; and theſe miſeries 
they were therefore as certainly to meet 
with, as their preaching was true: and 
they alſo told to their ebtverts, that they 
ſhould experience the fame; and it pfov- 
ed ſo; and yet they not only undertook, 

E 4 but 


1 

but perſevered in, this moſt difficult, dat 
gerous, and unpromiſing work, and en- 
dured, in the proſecution of it, ſuch op- 
poſition, hatred, inflictions, as it is hard 
to think how human nature could riſque, 
or any reſolution enable them to bear 
them. Let the reader turn to 2 Cor. 
11 chap. where St. Paul is forced to give 
an account of his own ſufferings for the 
preaching the Goſpel, and he will find 
this thoroughly exemplified. And all this 
done by them, not to obtain any worldly 
advantage, but an exceſs of miſery, and 
for the ſole purpoſe of turning men away 
from every vice to every kind of virtue, 
and to the practice of every duty which. 
can adorn and perfect human nature, and 

render men fit for the favour of their all- 
holy God, and that everlaſting and in- 
conceivable happineſs - which be hath 
created them for :>-a proceeding this, 
which 


. 


41 
which never could have flowed from any 
other ſource than ſuch an uprightneſs of 
ſoul as made them incapable of PM 
deceit. 


' Theſe are but a very few of our evi- 
dences for Chriſtianity ; and had the in- 
genious and learned Mr. Gibbon given a 
proper attention to them, few as they are, 
we never had been hurt, nor his country 
neither, by the infidel part of his book. 


1 


CHAP, VI. 


N UMBERLESS paſſages in the HE 
tory ſhew that the author of it intended 
it to deſtroy Chriſtianity entirely; and yet 
p. 63 5, it is with him a pure, humble, and 
commended religion. This is very furs 
prifing, but poſſibly it may be accounted 
for: poſſibly he may ſuppoſe Chriſtiani- 
ty to be what' Dr. Tindal would ſeem to 
make of it, a republication of the reli- 
gion of Nature ; which, although Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles were a ſet of deceivers 
and profligate liars, yet have they given 
to the world in a much more perfect 
manner than any others ever did ; only 
they have mixed with it a great many 
falſchoods, and incredible facts; and, 
wh at is worſt of all, have given men 
occaſion 


 { # Þ 
occaſion to fear, as well as to hope, by 
the declarations of it. 


Page 537, the religion and worſhip of 
the Jews are manifeſtly condemned, and 
Herodotus's account of their circumciſion 
preferred before that of the Scriptures, 
which tell us, that Abraham received it 
from God, and upon a particular occa- 
fion, and not from the Egyptians : but 
to which of them we ought to give cre» 
dit, to them or an author confeſſedly fa- 
bulous in many inſtances, it is eaſy to 
ſee. There is nothing elſe worthy notice 
in that page; only that the abuſe of the 
Jewiſh religion 1 is taken from Heathen ma- 
lice and ignorance, and not from the. 
truth. Page 538, the miracles which he 
would have aſcribed to the convenience 
of the Iſraelites, ſhould have been ſet 
down for the good of mankind, for the 

' | manifeſting 
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EV 
manifeſting the true God, and his true 
religion and worſhip, which were then 
moſt miſerably miſtaken by the whole 


world ; thoſe only excepted whom he had 


enlightened by his own law. The pre- 
tended incredulity of the Jews has been 
ſhewn by Dr. Watſon to be a miſtake z 
Chriſtians, without abandoning their faith, 
are often tempted to diſtruſt, and mur- 
mur againſt, Providence. But, befides the 
Hraelites, thoſe great miracles of Moſes, 
&c. muſt have been known to all the 
nations around them, and have had a 
very powerful effe& to bring them back 
to the true religion, and the knowledge 
and worſhip of the one true God, from 
which they were all 8 moſt horribly 
ftranged. 


Page 539, the Jewiſh eſtabliſhment 


Was _ WT by a good God, not 


for 


{ 61 ] 
for conqueſt, but for the people's ſafety, 
The end of all true religion is virtue, and 
virtue is never promoted, but always de- 
ſtroyed, by conqueſts and large dominion 3 
and, therefore, the Jews, although a very 
numerous and powerful nation, were ne- 
ver able to obtain a territory of any con- 
fiderable extent; and this was peeuliarly 
the caſe whilſt they were under God's 
more immediate government, by his 
Judges. That they worſhipped the one 
true God, and him only, and with a ſer- 


vice ſuitable to his ſpiritual and infinite 


nature, although bere repreſented in an 
indifferent light, was to them, in reality, 
the higheſt honour and the greateſt ad- 
vantage. Page 541, Chriſtianity is here 
confeſſed to be founded upon, and armed 
with, the Jewiſh law, and yet this law is 
all along condemned by Mr. Gibbon; and 
from 2 we can eafily diſcern what he 

thinks 


— 62 J 
thinks of this religion. The eternal life of 
glory, aſſured to every virtuous perſon by 
the Goſpel, warranted the moſt ardent 
zeal for it; and Chriſt's command to his 
_— | Apoſtles to go out and preach this reli- 
7 19 1 gion to all the world, and throughout 
75 6G ſuch difficulties and ſufferings, proved 
that it came from the almighty and be- 
neficent God, who can govern all crea- 
tures as he pleaſes, and make the meaneſt 
inſtruments effect the greateſt purpoſes ; 
who would do every thing poſſible to be- 
. 5 = nefit his creatures, and would moſt am- 
D ply reward his faithful ſervants for any 
1 thing they had ſuffered upon his account; 
« hi that is, for doing good to his world. 


| 
0 

Y | "4. ' . f 
1 | Page 542, Mr. Gibbon's words are: 
1.1388 Every privilege that could raiſe the pro- 
1 

| 

| 


ſelyte from earth to heaven, that could 

exalt his devotion, ſecure hi» happineſs, or 

even gratiſy that ſecret pride which, under 
; the 


11 
the ſemblance of devotion, infinuates itſelf 
into the human heart, was flill reſerved for 
the members of the Chriſtian church. Was 
it a fault in Chriſtianity, that it prepared 
men, by a Chriſtian and pure life here, 
for a heaven of perfect happineſs hereaf- 
ter; and aſſured thoſe who were fo pre- 
pared, of obtaining . this inconcewable 
bleſſing ? And is it a fit epithet for Chriſ- 
tian devotion, becauſe it brings us into 
an intercourſe with the Divine Being, and 
makes us certain of being accepted by 
him, to call it a gratification of pride? 
Or can, indeed, that religion render us 
proud, which tells us that our only worth 
ariſes from another, and that we are in 
ourſelves incapable of any acceſs to God, 
even in our very beſt ſervices? What 
can this gentleman's notion of religion 
be? If we are at all to pray, muſt it not 


be in I of being favourably heard; 
and 
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ſuch a religion, and ſuch a conviction 


And no wonder, when i it had the riveted 


Iſraelites, in being the choſen and pecu- 


2 here affered againſt Chrif- | 


| [64] 
and if we can be ſure that we are fo, 
muſt it not give us delight ? Chriſtianity 
has ſhewn us that we are made for ever- 
laſting happineſs, and that the means to 
obtain this happineſs is virtue, and Chriſ- 
tianity is abundantly proved; and, there- 
fore, as it muſt be moſt virtuous to re- 
ceive, ſo muſt it be criminal to reject, 


as this, ; | } 


Tee enfranchiſement of the Chriſtian 
church from the Jewiſh ceremonial law, 
was to the Jews a matter of great difficul- 
ty, and therefore of ſome length of time. 


prejudices and the exceflive pride of the 


liar people of God, to contend with and 
maſter before it could be received. The 


tianity 


LS 

tianity, are acknowledged to have met 
with a confutation : but this in ſuch a 
manner as, in my opinion, to make 
them require a particular reply, 


The immutability of the God of 
the Jews is no argument for the im- 
mutability of their law. The divine 
conſtitutions - muſt be changed as the 
mutability and exigencies of that in- 
conſtant creature man ſhall require. 
The religion of the patriarchs, before 
Moſes, was a divine law, as much as 
that which Moſes himſelf gave ; and 
yet his law made great alterations in Its 
All that could be wanted was a ſuffi- 
ciency for ſalvation, and this ſufficiency * 
might be obtained by various inſtitu; 
tions, and different degrees of light. 
The great point of all was, along with ' 

e 23 


7 


e 

this, properly to fore - ſhew and pre- 
pare men for the reception of a Re- 
deemer to cotne ; and it might have 
been, it muſt have been, moſt preju- 
dicial to have the whole of the deſign 
at once opened; it muſt have prevent- 
ed the completion of it. God's pro» 
\ vidence is his infinite power, Juſtice, 
wiſdom, goodneſs, put into action; 
and it is moſt wickedly preſumptuou 
for any man to find fault with it, when, 
to have any proper underſtanding. of 
the matter, the whole of the caſe, with 
all the reaſons upon which he acts, 
muſt be made known to us, But man 
can never fee any thing like this; 3 
moſt inconfiderable part only can pob 
fibly be diſcovered by him; probably 
not one link of the chain in a thou- 
fand: and it is a fignal inftance of the 
5 | divine 


„ 


. — 


JI . ˙ AA 


[ 67 ] 


divine contrivance, that he has enabled 
us men, at all, to account for his work- 
ings, and vindicate them iy  wnagy 
inſtances as we really can. 


The repeal of the ritual law was 
more manifeſt than the eſtabliſhment 
of it. The miracles wrought by Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, were as great, and 
out of all compariſon more numerous, 
than thoſe of Moſes and all the Pro- 
phets put together; and the law itſelf, - 
befides all its typical ſervices whigh 
pointed to Chriſtianity, and received the 
whole of their value from this future 
diſpenſation, did, in many places, ex- 
preſſly declare, that it was to give way 


to, and be ſuperſeded by, a new and 


better covenant. Great caution was, 
however, neceſſarily to be uſed in this 


F 2 matter, 
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before its time, (to which they wete 


Chriſt, and the reſt of mankind along 


the very-end, of the law. 


it, is no proof of its perpetuity. Thele 
were all Jews, and therefore, in con- 
| ſcience, obliged. to keep it as long as it 
laſted ; and this was till our Saviour's 
dying, riſing again, aſcending into hes- 
ven, the immediate preſence of the Fax 
ther, and ſending down from thence the 
gifts of his Holy Spirit upon men, had 
- fulfilled and abrogated the whole ritual 
part of the law, Modern diſcoyerts 


[ 68 J 
matter, leſt it ſhould give occaſion to 
the Jews to deſpiſe and caſt off this law 


for a great while ſtrangely inclined;) 
which/was, in time, to bring them to 


with them :—the principal deſign, and 


That Chriſt and his Apel obſerved 


in 


* 


[ 6 J 
in the Hebrew have made it plain, 
that the moſt material of its rites were 


appointed to ſhadow forth our redewp- 
tion in Chriſt. 


A full knowledge of Chriſtianity was 
not at once given to the Apoſtles ; they 
were not, for ſome time, able to bear 
it: and if it had been given, they 
might, without incurring the charge of 
ambiguity, which is here laid upon 
them, have acted as they did. They 
might yield to men's weakneſſes in in- 
nocent matters, rather than, by inſiſting 
upon them, to cut off many well-mean- 
ing, but deceived men, from all hope 


of ſalvation. This was the known 


practice of St. Paul. He conformed 
to the Jewiſh prejudices in ſome leſſer 
matters, to take away their offence a- 

- F 3 gainſt 


CE I 3 | 
gainſt Chriſtianity z but when the ne- 
ceſſity of theſe was infiſted upon, he 
refuſed to conform, and utterly con- 
demned and rejected them all. This 
was alſo, the deciſion of the great coun» 
eil of Jeruſalem, ſo ſoon after Chriſt 
that ſome of the Apoſtles aſſiſted in it: 
and as certainly as Chriſt ſent out his 
Apoſtles to preach his religion, ſo cer- 
tainly was the opinion of the Judaifing 
Chriſtians falſe, that it was ſtill neceffa- 
ry to be circumciſed, and to keep the 
law. Chriſt Jeſus came into the world 
to ſave the whole of it, and not one 
family only, or his own family more 
than any other : father, mother, ſiſters, 
and brgthren, were they who kept his 
commandments. . 


CHAP. 


* 


CHAP. vn. 


Tur four next pages I think of no 
conſequence, but the 547th is a labour- 
ed attempt, by the means of the antient 
Gnoſticks, to deſtroy the Jewiſh law ; 
as, by the means of this law, Mr. G. 
had before endeavoured to deſtroy Chriſ- 
tianity, And as theſe arguments are 
not replied to by Dr. Watſon, but a re- 
ference made to others for the confuta- 
tion of them, I ſhall, to ſave the rea- 
der's trouble, myſelf give 2 particular / 
anſwer to them, 


Polygamy was permitted, but not en- 
" by the Jewiſh law; and our Sa- 
3 4 fe viour's 


hw. 


7 9 

viour's argument that only one woman 
vas at firſt made for one man, when the 
world moſtneeded population, was an un- 
gqueſtionable proof that God fo intended 
it, and that it always ought to be ſo. Da- 
vid and Solomon were men, and there- 
fore ſinners; but the former of theſe an 
excellent man, though till a finner. 
Men are made for a future life ; it is 
the great end of their being: and 
when the religion and practice of any 
people become incurably wicked, and 
deſtruQtive of that end, it. then be- 
comes the Divine Goodnefs utterly to 
deſtroy them; that ſo he may hinder 
Others from being by them corrupted to 
their deſtruction, and by this paſt 
vengeance deter them from following 
their wicked example. And theſe rea- 
Tons are over and over * declared by 
Moſes 


. 

Moſes to be the cauſes of the Canaa- 
nites extirpation. The great Governor 
of the world is not found fault with 
for ſending plagues, famines, and the 
moſt deſtructive wars among men, to 
puniſh them for their wickedneſs ; and 
how much better muſt it ſerve to this 
purpoſe, to make, profeſſedly, another 
people the executioners of his ven- 
geance, whom he hath warned againſt 
thoſe abominable crimes, and cauſed to 
inflict this puniſhment upon them? A 
moſt neceſſary caution. this to the peo- 

ple of our countries, and eſpecially to 
the propagators of infidelity among us: 
for whenever the rejection of Chriſti- | 
anity, and a wickedneſs without fear, - 
becomes prevalent among us, it will 
then be the caſe with us, as it was with 
the Canaanites, and at laſt with the 


1 74 J 
Jews themſelyes; we ſhall be on 
deſtroyed. 


The Gnoſticks had the whole —_ 

- againſt them as to bloody ſacrifices, 
and were as certainly wrong in con- 
demning them before Chriſtianity, as 
Chriſtianity itſelf is true, which yet 
they pretended to believe. Theſe ſa- 

_ erifices clearly ſhewed, that ſome. expia- 
tion, beſides the ſinner's repentance, was 
neceſſary to take away fin; and that 

| fin was ſo exceſſively odious to the Di- 
vine Being, that it could not be expiat- 
ed but by the greateſt poſhble goniſh- 
ment to the oblation, even the death of 
it. And the Jewiſh law, beſides, by 
making this facrifice an expiation for 
fin, and fo to fave the life of the fin- 
ner, did. manifeſt, that a vicarious pu- 
. niſhment 


1 
niſhment ſhould be accepted for him ; 
and thus pointed out and prepared the 


world for the receiving that ſtupendous 
atonement, which was to be made, in 


due time, fox the fins of all mankind, - 
by the death of the Son of God; and 
thereby fitted men for the embracing 
that religion, which was to be founded 
upon it, when it ſhould be preached to 
tne world, and which, without this 
previous preparation, we may certainly 
conclude, would never have been em- 

-braced by it. Theſe were certainly the 

ends of bloody ſacrifices; although, it 
muſt be confeſſed, that all the Gen 
tiles, and the generality of the Jews, 
had, for, « long tjme belore; let. 0l jolt 
notion of them. 


9 vas that the Moſaic law was 
2 built 
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built upon temporal bebt, the pn 
miſes of the land of Canaan, and proſ- 
perity in it; but theſe were under 
ſtood, by the virtuous, as intendei 
to ſhew forth an infinitely better life 
in the world to come. And if theſe 
retributions, abſtracted from this latter 
expectation, be inſufficient to combat 
with the outrageous appetites and paf- 
ſions of men, when adminiſtered by hu- 
man weakneſs and ignorance, as they 
confeſſedly are, yet muſt they have a 
much more powerful effect, when they 
are diſpenſed by the hands of him who 
can neither be reſiſted or deceived ; and 
more eſpecially, as he had by many, 
the moſt ſevere puniſhments, manifeſt- 
ed his great diſpleaſure to ſin and ven- 
geance againſt it ; and-had, befides, in 
his law, given ſo many hints of a fu- 
$363,044 ture 
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ture life, and a juſt retribution in it. 
By theſe means muſt the temporal ſanc; 
tions of the law have had a very power- 
ful effect upon the Jews; certainly, a 
much more powerful effect than that 
ſyſtem which our infidels are all endea- 
vouring to introduce, who neither allow 
any future life, nor a moral goyernor of 
the world, nor any regard in him to 
the behaviour of any man: — an impor- 
tant matter this, well worthy of thoſe 


gentlemen's moſt ſerious conſideration, 


who yet blame the Jewiſh law for its 
deficiency .in this matter, when they 
themſelves are endeavouring to reduce 
the world to an infinitely worſe paſs. 


It is alſo to be added, that the moſt 
merciful Judge of the world will cer- 
tainly treat theſe comparatively ignorant 
Bu] L | men 


1 | 

men with a greater lenity, and upon 
ce aſier terms of #cceptance, than the o- 
thers to whom he has communicated a 
greater degree of knowledge, and more 
powerful motives of obedience. And ſo 
the Goſpel tells us it ſhall be. The times 
of this ignorance God winked at. If 
nothing, however, of better informa» 
tion had been given to the Jews, they 
would not have been left in a worſe con- 
dition than the reſt of mankind, who 
were to be ſaved as well as they : but 
even we can, in our weakneſs, diſco- 
ver ſome probable reaſons why a futute 
life of juſt retribution was not yet tho- 
roughly opened and aſcertained to man- 
kind; namely, that, till Chriſt had, by 
his death, made atonement for the ſins 
of the world, and, by his reſurrection 
and aſcenſion into heaven, and the me- 


1 

tits of his entire obedience on our ac- 
count, had procured us an entrance into 
this place of everlafting bliſs, it might 
carry with it too great an extenuation 
of the evil of fin (the heinouſneſs f 
which it is the great bufineſs of all true 
religion to manifeſt and aggravate) to 
make the blood of a beaſt expiate fin, 
and procure pardon and ſalvation to the 
ſinner, and this in the favour, manſion, 
and happineſs of an all-holy and juſt God. 
Beſides, to have declared that any poſ- 
fible obedience of finful man ſhould 
_ entitle him to this perfe& happineſs, 
would be at once to deſtroy that whole 
{cheme of redemption which the divine 
wiſdom, holineſs, goodneſs, had planned 
for the ſalvation of the world,.and all 
true religion conſequent of Adam's 
fall: and to have openly foretold, that 
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' this ſhould be brought to paſs by the 
obedience and death of the Son of God, 
muſt certainly have prevented the com- 
pletion of the defign ; for, then, neither 
would the Jews have crucified Chriſt, 
nor the devils have tempted them to it. 

PE \ { 

It is not true, that eternal damnation 
came upon all men by the fall of Adam. 
The atonement made by Chriſt (he is 
the lamb ſlain from the foundation of 
the world) extends to all mankind, 
whether living before or after him; Ki.” 
wall certainly ſave all thoſe who acted up 

to the beſt light they could have. If 

God at all ſpeaks to men, it muſt be 
in a manner intelligible to them; and, 
therefore, in giving an account of his 
creating the world, he muſt expreſs him- 

ſelf as working, as finiſhing his work 

IEP | in 
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in ſix days, as ceaſing from it, as reſt- 
ing, and being refreſhed on the ſeventh. 
But both Scripture and reaſon tell us, 
that we are to remove all imperfection 
from theſe words when applied to him; 
and it is well known, . that Moſes's de- 
ſcription of this matter is fo juſt and 
noble, as to have gained him an uni- 
verſal admiration ; and it is alſo to be 
obſerved, that, at the very time he uſes 
theſe expreſſions of reſting, being re- 
freſhed, &c. he tells us, God only 
ſpeaks, and the thing 1s created and 
done. The formation of Eve out of 
Adam's rib, was neceſſary to make 
them both, and all mankind, who were 
to deſcend from them, one fleſh ; and 
to manifeſt to them and all others, how 
man and wife ought to love and be 
joined to each other. And as the want 
8 of 
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of this rib in Adam was a perpetu 
memorial of this tranſaction as long ay 
Adam lived; ſo was the want of a na- 
vel in them both an undoubted convice 
tion that they were the firſt man and 
woman, and that they and the world 
were created by God, and received at 
ſuch a time their exiſtence from him, 


The placing this pair at firſt * Fl 
garden, wherein was made to grow 
every plant, which was good for faod, 
ſight, or ſmell, was a proper means to 
make them, at once, acquainted with 
every production of nature, and.there- 
by render them more ſenfible of, and 
thankful for, the divine goodneſs 3 88 
was likewiſe the bringing all the ani- 
mals before Adam, that he might view 
and narhe thew ; who, by being able 

to 


11 

to do this with ſuch juſtice, that their 
Creator himſelf approved of his names, 
clearly manifeſts the wonderful perfec- 

| tion of man before his fall, and the ex- 
ceſſive degradation to which this fall 
has reduced him. The prohibiting 
them only the fruit of one tree, out of 
the prodigious profufion which abounds 
throughout all the world, namely, of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, was a pofitive command, and ſuch 
only could be given them in their ſtate 
of innocence and virtue : but this was 
entirely proper to keep them ever mind- 

ful of their God, and his government 
over them, and their abſolute depen- 
dence upon him; as alſo, we may be 
ſure, to give them, in that ſtate, the pro- 

bation which was moſt neceſſary and 
Proper for the breeding them up to vir- 
| : & 8 _ 


7 
— 


* 
bo 

We 1" 

1 
ity P : 
[L 1 
! ( 
3 
4 
"45 
1 


y 5 
1% 
| 
by ; 
4 C 
4 
* 
1-48 
Wl, 
bi 
ih; 
\ 
„ 


D 84 J 
tue, and thereby ſecuring to them, at 
the laſt, that perfect happineſs which 
their good God intended and created 
them for. And here it may not be 
amiſs to mention another inſtance of 
the Creator's care to impreſs a deep 
ſenſe of his dependence upon Adam's 
mind. Eve was not formed till after: 
he had viewed every animal, and ſeen 
them in pairs, and in company; and 
how muſt he have been affected to 


have found himſelf, who the moſt of all 


wanted, and was the beſt fitted for, ſo- 
ciety, totally deſtitute of it? The whole 
world muſt then have appeared a deſert 


to him, and have made him deſire, long 
for, and eagerly pray to his God to 


give him this ſo much wanted compa» 
nion; and this with ſuch a pining after 
it, as might w. well throw him into that , 


My W 


. 

ſlumber or trance, wherein the rib was 
taken out of him, Eve formed, and all 
the rights of marriage revealed to him. 
And when, by this inſtance, as well as 
many others, he was made duly ſenfible 
of his dependence upon God, behold 
his wife 1s preſented to his view, all- 
perfect, out of the hands of theit gra- 
cious God, and, to be ſure, more love- 
ly and beautiful, both in body and ſout, 
than any of that moſt beautiful ſex 
has ſince been, Here had he an equal 
cauſe given him both for humility and 
thankfulneſs. The Devil, who was a 
lar and a murderer from the beginning, 
ſpoke in the body of the ſerpent, but 
pretended that he both reaſoned and 
talked by the virtue of this forbidden 
fruit, which he eat before the woman, 
and thereby enſnared her and Adam; 
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and it would have been to their everlaſt- 
ing ruin, had not the mercy of God 
interpoſed to ſave them. Numberlefs 
poſſeſſions of this kind, and even of 
men, to ſnew how man at firſt fell, ate 
recorded in the Goſpel, by whoſe or- 
gans the devils ſpoke and converſed. 


The fall of Adam, which compre- 
hended in it the fall of all mankind, is, 
indeed, a very difficult ſubject to ſpeak 
of; but in a matter of ſuch exceeding 
height and difficulty, it ought not to 
be any argument againſt it, that we 


could not at all account for this provi- 


dence, becauſe it is one of the moſt 
ſtupendous,—in truth, it is in itſelf 


the moſt ſtupendous of all the work- 


ings of the one infinite Being who is 
higher than the heavens above us; and 
5 | muſt 


„ 
muſt infinitely tranſcend the reach of the 
wiſeſt of his creatures, till he himſelf 
ſhall be pleaſed more fully to open 
and declare the matter. But ſome- _ 
thing he hath opened to us, and, with 
a proper conſideration of that, we may 
poſſibly come td ſome knowledge of 


this providence. 


The end of all God's creating and 
working is, moſt aſſuredly, to commu- 
nicate happineſs. This end muſt princi- 
pally be obtained by his making him- 
ſelf more known, who is perfect excel- 
lence, and muſt ever be glorified by 
all his works, and fill all the higheſt fa- 
culties of his higheſt creatures with the 
greateſt delight; and thoſe works ſhall 
beſt anſwer this purpoſe, which are 
made with ſuch a variety as ſhall, in 

G 4 their 


1 
their formation, ſhew more of his power, 
wiſdom, goodneſs ; and truly wonder- 
ful is that variety of every kind, which 
we experience in this our little world: 
and, as in our world, ſo, certainly, in 
others, as well as in ours; and the dif- 
ferent colours and ſizes of the ſeveral 
planets in our ſyſtem make it plain that 
he has done ſo in them. We are, then, 
to look for a wonderful peculiarity in 
his ſeveral worlds ; and as in the worlds, 
ſo in the creatures ; and- as in the crea- 
tures, ſo in the providences by which 
they ſhall be governed and conducted 
to their happineſs. It was the eternal 
purpoſe of God to redeem man by Je- 
ſus Chriſt : man's fall was therefore 
foreſeen, and permitted to be brought 
about by the malice of the Devil ; and, 


certainly, becauſe the divine wiſdom and 
good- 


E 

goodneſs had determined to provide a 
remedy for the miſchiefs of it, which 
ſhould at once do the'moſt honour to 
himſelf, and benefit to all his creatures, 
becauſe it ſhould open his nature and 
beneficence in the moſt aſtoniſhing in- 
ſtances, and make this beneficence be 
productive of the greateſt good. 


Reaſon and revelation equally ſhew, 
that to be happy we muſt be virtuous; 
and to be complete in happineſs, we 
muſt be entire in virtue: and experience 
along with theſe equally manifeſts, that 
we cannot have this unfailing virtue, 


but through the exerciſe and habit of Mp | 


previous probation., The moſt ſtrength- 
ening of all probations muſt undoubted- 
ly be the experiencing the miſery of 
fin, without being undone by the evil 
| E | of 


1 | 
of it : and, therefore, has the infinite 
wiſdom of the Divine Being, and his 
gaodneſs to his creatures, contrived a 
way to give man this moſt neceſlary 
and uſeful probation ; and this by the 
moſt aſtoniſhing providence that his in- 


finity has ever afforded, or ever will 
afford. | 


As all men were permitted to fall by 
the weakneſs and fault of one man, ſo 
was it fitting, and, indeed, abſolutely 
neceſſary, that they ſhould be redeemed 
by the ſtrength and virtue of another: 
and therefore were mankind ſuffered to 
come into ſuch a condition by the fin of 
Adam, as did neceffarily require that 
the goodneſs,” nay, the juſtice of the 
Creator ' ſhould interpoſe, and remedy 
this evil by ſome extraordinary provi- 
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dence. And we find, by Chriſtianity, 


that he has done ſo; and has, at the 
fame time, moſt benefited his crea- 
tures, and done the higheſt honour to 
himſelf : for he has thereby given them 
the moſt advantageous probation, and 
ſhewn himſelf in the moſt lovely and 
glorious light. I am confident that 
theſe reaſonings are well founded and 
juſt; and, if they be, what a mon- 
ſter is our Deiſm for its preſumption, 
ingratitude, folly ! 


To the charge of the God of the 
Jews being liable to paſſion and error, 
capricious in his favour, implacable in 
his reſentments, meanly jealous of his 
own ſuperſtitious worſhip, and confin- 
ing his partial providence to a ſingle 
people, and this tranſitory life, I need 

only, 


99 1. 
only, after what has been already ſaid, 
obſerve, that, whenever his moral crea- 
tures change in their behaviour to him, 
their great Governor muſt, in his afſec- 
tions to them; that his abhorrence of 
vice is the greateſt that can be, becauſe 
moſt contrary to his own nature, and 
deſtructive of all happineſs ; and that 
the welfare of the whole world requires 
him to manifeſt the moſt dreadful de- 
teſtation of it ; that he is jealous of his 
own worſhip, becauſe it is the firſt and 
moſt important of all duties ; and that 
it is a moſt palpable and ſtrange mil- 
take, to make him confine his provi 
dence to the Jews, when the Scriptures, 
by ſo many and ſevere inſtances, ſhew 
that he extended it allo to the Gentiles. 
And as to the laſt charge, that of his 
chuſing the Jews for his own people, 
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and leaving the Heathens to themſelves, 
I reply, that, when we have a hiſtory of 
God's moral government of the world 
ſo well authenticated as that of the Old 
Teſtament, it muſt be moſt preſumptu- 
ous and criminal in any man, to find 
fault with this diſpenſation - upon his 
own fooliſh conjecture. The one all- 
wiſe Being may have many and the beſt _ 
reaſons for acting in ſuch a manner, al- 
though every one of them. ſhould be 
undiſcoverable by us, and they ſhould, 
in our weak eyes, all of them ſeem con- 
trary to wiſdom and goodneſs, and even 
to juſtice itſelt. But this is not the 
caſe here; we can diſcern many reaſons 
for his leaving the Heathens to them 
elves, and taking the Jews into his pe- 
culiar protection and government, and 
revealing himſelf and their duty to 
them. 

The 


1941 : 
might be neceflary to ſhew the fad 
and ruinous condition of man when 
left to himfelf ; and to manifeſt the ab- 
ſolute neceſſity both of a Redeemer and 
of a Revelation, whereby not only to 
atone for fin, but to inſtruct in righte- 
ouſneſs, and the virtuous means neceſ- 
fary to our future ſalvation : which 
_ neceſſity Mr. Gibbon knows to be even 
now denied by many people, And 

then, by God's winking at, and mak- 
ing proper allowances for, their al- 
moſt invincible ignorance, this ignorance | 
might be as profitable, or more fo, to 
their ſalvation, than a greater degree of 
light and knowledge. But, as the leav- 
ing the whole earth in ſuch excefhve 
darkneſs might cauſe them to degene- 
rate ſo far as would be deſtructive of 
all virtue and happineſs, and as the 
chuſing 


98 J 
chuſing one people to himſelf, and in- 
ſtructing them in his true religion and 
virtue, and making it known that he 
did himſelf govern all things, and would 
not only reward the virtuous, but alſo 
puniſh the wicked, as by theſe means 
he ſhould do the more good to them, 
keep the others to more knowledge and 

better obedience, and give himſelf an 
opportunity of reclaiming the &ſt when- 
ever he ſhould think fit; and as this 
would require ſuch providences, not o- 
therwiſe to be introduced, as would be 
peculiarly honourable to himſelf, and 
beneficial to his creatures; and, more 
eſpecially, as this particular law ſhould 
foreſhew and keep up the expectation 
of that wonderful Redeemer, who was 
not immediately, but in the fullneſs of 
time, to come into and ſave the world ; 
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neſs, he demonſtrated the falſehood of 


20 I 
ſo, for theſe reaſons, and, to be fore: in. 
finite others unknown to us, was it 
equally wiſe and good in the Creator 
and Governor of all things to leave the 


Heathens thus far to themſelves, and 


take to himſelf the Jews for his pecu- 


liar people. And here we can certainly, 


ſee, that the very ſtubbornneſs and re- 
bellions of this nation were of peculiar 
ſervice to the world; as, by God's fo e- 
verely puniſhing them for their wicked- 


that antient deſtructive opinion of al 


the philoſophers, and this modern one 


of all our unbelievers, | that the God of 
the world cannot hurt or make miſera- 
ble any of his creatures. But I might 
have cut ſhort this defence; for, let 
the deiſts ſay what they will, they muſt 
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true religion, or confeſs chat God did 
reveal himſelf wo the'Jews, and 0 the 
Jews . n ee a r 
And now the reader may PA Sh WE 
can effectually defend the holy ſerip- | 
tures of the Old Teſtament againſt 5h 
theſe ſelf -ſufficient hereticks, without 
having recourſe to any allegory, whoſe 
particular tenets were ſo unreaſonable 
and ill- founded, that, were I to repeat 
them, they would appear-rather to de- 
ſerve the name of madmen, than that 
of knowers, which they moſt arrogant- 
ly aſſumed to themſelves, And if the 


primitive Chriſtians did give a little in- 


to allegory, this is certainly to be ex- 
cuſed by Mr. Gibbon, who knows that 
the philoſophers were compelled to al- 
legorize the whole of the Heathen re- 


'{ 588 ©] 
gion, in order to make apy defence at 
all for it, and this with ſuch a force and 
abſurdity, that it made them a ridicue 
to ſome of their own Nl 


What credit thei Ae of the 
church's corrupting the Seriptures de- 
ſerves, is manifeſt from hence, that 
Chriſtianity is as certainly founded up- 
on Judailm, r is true; and 
rejected that religion. Tertullian tells 
s, that the hereticks of his time were 
wont to make the ſame falſe charge 
-againſt che church; but he contutes 
them, by appealing to all the great 
churches founded and taught by the 4- 
poſtles, which, by all agreeing in aue 
doctrine, and this doctrine conformable 
to tLat.of the S cxipiues, , 
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chat this was the erde faith, and not 
that which thoſe people ſet up in oppo- 
ſition to it. And it is manifeſt, that 
the many diſſentions which were among 
the Chriſtians themſelves, and which 

made them a continual watch upon 

each other; the nutnbetle(s copies ta- 
ken, and every where ſpread abroad, of 
the Seriptures ; and the many tranſla- 
tions made of, and quotations taken 
from them, muſt have rendered all wil- 
ful and material corruption of them 
utterly impotliehe. 


Ms. Gibbon winks, 4 although 
theſe peopk diſturbed the peace of the 
church, they did not retard, but furthered, 
the progreſs of it: but our Saviour was 
of a different opinion, and ſo was an- 
other perſon: too, not at all deficient in 

H 2 cunning. 
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cunning. Chriſt tells us, it was the 
Devil who ſowed tares among his good 
ſeed of the word: and did he this, in- 
deed, to ſerve Chriſtianity? Does not 
Mr. Gibbon know, that the people af 
his principles, as well as the 'Papiſty, 
make the uncertainty of the Scriptures 
ſenſe, and the Chriſtian diſſentions about 
it, an argument againſt our religion? Can 
it be denied, that the Papiſts did, by 
theſe means, put a ſtop to the reforma- 
tion, which otherwiſe threatened to an- 
nihilate the Romiſh church; and that 
they have ever ſince been endeavouring 
to deſtroy ours by the ſame means, 
and did, for a time, accompliſh its ruin, 
in the reign of Charles I.? And is it 
any adequate advantage, that a diſſen- 
ter is now and then gained over to this | 
church, as was the caſe with Auguſtine? 
CHAP, 
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Pa AGE 5 es We have here a ahbew: 
ridicule upon the primitive Chriſtians, 
for their notion of evil ſpirits, and 
their ſuppoſing them to be the au-; 
thors of idolatry; but, if they believed 


the Scriptures, they muſt have believed 


this: for what thinks he of theſe paſ- 
ſages, and numberleſs others which 
might be produced ? He was a liar 
and a murderer from the beginning; 
the Devil entered into Judas; the Gen- 
tiles ſacrificed to devils, and not unto 
God ; all theſe will I give thee, if thou 
wilt fall down and worſhip me and 
of the numberleſs poſſeſſions recorded 
in the New Teſtament? It may ſeem 

| H3 ſtrange 
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as miſery. But this diſbelief of devils 


L 10 ] 
ſtrange and unaccountable to us, as it 
did to Lord Bolingbroke, that ſuch evil 
beings ſhould be ſuffered in the world 
by a good God ; but this only they 
us how title able we are to judge. « 
the divine ways. Nothing bur the mas 
lice: of, theſs impure: ſpirits oould have 
infpired the impure, cruch, and murders 
ous idolatry practiſed by the Heathen: 
and we find many of thar caſt fill 
among men many powerful tyrants, 
who deſolate whole nations by all the 
rapines and: cruelty of bleed y and un- 
juſt wars; and many who are more 
pernicious than they many whe em- 
ploy the whole ef their great abilities 
w deſtioy all religion, and conſequent- 
I alf happineſs- either here or hereafter, 
and reduce, even this world, to a hell 


. . 


- 


roz } 

i 4 neceſſary part of the deiſticał nega- 
tive creed: for, if angels, fo much fu- 

perior to men, could yet, by their 
wickedneſs, be ſo loft to aff virtue and 
happineſs, it might be, it muft be ſo 
with men likewife ; and then there 
would be room for thoſe fears in the 
hearts of profligates, which it is the 
great end of our infidelity totally to ex- 
pel. And here it is to be obferved, 
that our modern. deifts all' go againſt 
their own fcriptures ; namely, the opi- 
nions of the philoſophers in this mat- 
ter; for they, with the Chriſtians, all 
acknowledged the reality of theſe evil 
beings, which our modern infidels do 
all deny and ridicule. 


As to the great caution of he Chrif- 
tians, not to join-in any of the Heathen 
H 4 idolatries, 
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ed; for had the Chriſtians joined them - 
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idolatries, they had abundant. reaſons. 
for it. * Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord | 
thy God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve,” 
was to them the firſt and greateſt of 
all commandments, and therefore ought 
to be the moſt ſtrictly obſerved. But 
here I cannot help expreſſing my aſto- 
niſhment at Mr. Gibbon's making the 
want of intercourſe between them and 
the Heathens, which this muſt neceſſa· 
rily occaſion, the firſt of his cauſes for 
the growth of Chriſtianity, when it it 
was ſo manifeſtly fitted to, obſtru& 
the fame, That it contributed to its 
preſervation, cannot, I think, be deni- 


ſelves to the Heathen worſhip, it muſt, 
in my opinion, have hurt or annihilated 
their religion : but, although this was 
a neceflary means of preſerving Chi 

tianity, 


106 J 
tianity, it cannot be ſet down for the 
furthering its growth, but by ſuch a 
far-fetched and indirect inference, that, | 
I am confident, Mr. Gibbon will not 


inſiſt upon it. 


The ſecond of his ſecondary cauſes 
is, the doctrine of the ſoul's immorta- 
lity. He ſeems, a few pages before, 
to believe this future immortality, and 
a juſt retribution in it; yet, here he 
attributes the reception of them in the 
eaſtern countries to an eſtabliſhed prieſt- 
hood, which employed the motives of 
virtue as an inſtrument of ambition. 
But certainly he might have diſcovered 
a better reaſon for this moſt important 
belief: he might have founded i it upon 
a notion ſo natural to man, that it has 


generally prevailed over the whole world, 
and 
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and even in the moſt barbarous nations; 


and upon an initercourſe in the Eaſf 
with the patriarchs and Jews, who al 
expected this future exiſtence, who had 
many hints for it in the writings of 
Moſes, and open declarations of it in 
tbe Pſalms and the Prophets; and i in 
the book of Job (at Teaſf as ancient as 
any of the Scriptures): a probable reaſon 
was given why it was not entruſted to 


. the hereditary prieſthood of Aaron. But 


this is only an objection againſt Provi- 
dence, which ought never to be made z 
becauſe we can never judge of this mat- 
ter with any propriety, till we can, and- 
do, ſee all the reafons upon which the 
Divine Being acted; which is utterly 
impoſſible to men, or, indeed, to any 


creature. 


( w7 Þ 

Pige 560, he afferts, that alt the 
Jews, from Moſes to their return from 
the captivity of Babylon, did not be- 
keve the ſoul's immortaſity, although 
he had before acknowiedged that many 
expreſſions im the Prophets did indicate 
ſuch And here I will return an an- 
ſwer to: that objection againſt the Jewiſts 
law, that it was founded! upon tempo- 
ral promiſes,. and gave no notion of @ 
future life; which, that T might take 
in the whole of the matter at one view, 
E did: reſerve 0 to this Place. | 


1 


Kt is true that Mofes did found his 
hw upon temporal: promiſes ; but theſe - 
were intended to. reach beyond -this 
prefent worl'; and he has therefore, 
in his writings, given us many hints 
which. are decifive for a future life: 

that 
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L 108 J 
that Adam was not to; die if he did 
not tranſgreſs; when he did tranſgreſs; 
and muſt experience a temporal death, 
that yet his ſeed was, totally to coquer 
his enemy, which, would neither ag 
been done, nor prove a comfort to him, 
unleſs death was to be conquered like: 
wiſe ; that he was certainly to die for 
his ſin, and yet an atonement made 
by ſacrifice for it, and acce pred, by. 
God; and, that he called his wife's 
name Exe, i in Hebrew. Life, becauſeſhe 
was to be the mother of all liying, a- 
ther of all life, or of him who was 
life; that righteous Abel was Killed he- 
cauſe be was righteous, and, his facrifige 
accepted by God; that Enoch was, ta- 
ken away becauſe he walked with God. 
and pleaſed God, who alſo left a pro- 
phecy, preſerved to the Apoltles times, 
of 
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of God's coming in another life to 
judge the wicked; that God ſtyled him- 
ſelf the God of Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Jacob, ſome hundred years after tlie 
death of them, which phraſe” ſhewed 
them to be Mill in being, and him the 
greateſt good to them; and this, too, by 
the name of Elahim, which is, covenan- 
ters by an oath or curſe, and this oath 
certainly to redeem man. Theſe things 
did abundantly prove a future exiſtence, 
and that of retribution, from the writ- 
ings of Moſes alone. And, befides the 
many declarations for this future hope, 
in the Pſalms and Prophets, we have 
Elijah and Eliſha raifing the dead, and 


the former of theſe viſibly aſcending in- 


to heaven, to confirm this hope. And 
we know, iikewiſe, from the Epiſtle to 
_ TGT that it was the very in- 

tention 


470 7] ; 
mention of the Jewiſh tabernacle and 
temple; and the moſt ſolemn ſervice a 
them, to ſhadow forth-our entrance in- 
to @ heaven of the higheſt happinek, 
by the atonement which our Great 
High Prieſt and Redeemer was to maße 
f bimſelf for, che am of che we 


world. 


| We may expect, then, to find the 
belief of the Jews directly contrary to 
Mr. Gibbon's aſſertion; and fo it is 
undeniably proved to every Chriſtiaa, 
by St. Paul, Heb. xi. 13. And n- 
ſeſſed that they were ſtrangers and pil- 
grims upon earth.“ 14. For they 
that fay ſuch things, confeſs plainly that 
they ſeek another country.” 16. % 
better country, that is, an heavenly,” 
32. For the time would fail me to 
tell 


1 
tell of Gideon and Barach, and Samp- 
Jon and Jeptha, David, Samuel, and 
the Prophets.“ 39. And theſe all 
having obtained a good report by faith, 
received not the promiſe.” 7 


Page 561. He has my thanks for ſay- 
ing that the doctrine of life and immor- 
tality is dictated by nature, approved 
by reaſon, and confirmed by the exam- 
ple and authority of Chriſt ; for if any 

truth be in any of theſe matters, and - 
more eſpecially in the latter of them, 
Chriſtianity is truth: and whether it 
were or not, if ſuch a future life be 
received, it is manifeſt, that wickeꝗneſs 
muſt diſqualify for the happineſs of it; 
and then there muſt be in every way 
an end of infidelity: for the certain 
knowledge. which Chriſtianity gives us 
Vie 


[ xs „ 
of this future life, and our ſalvation in 
it, will take away all prejudice againſt 
this pure religion; and then it ſhall be 
as univerſally, as it will be reaſonably, 
embraced. en 


That the expectatipn of Chriſt's im- 
mediate coming to judgment was not 
juſtly founded upon Scripture, has been 
made certain by Dr. Watſon ; I will, 
however, add, for the farther clearing 
of this matter, that every one acquaint- 
ed with the expoſition of the prophe 
cies, knows that there is a figurative, 
as well as a literal, meaning intended in 
them. Sir Iſaac Newton has a parti 
cular treatiſe upon this head, ſhewing 
that fun, moon, ſtars, heavens, earth, 
ſeas, &c. ſignify kings, rulers, na- 
tions, peoples, civil policies; and that in 
; | this 


1:30.32 

this ſenſe, our Saviout's ; prophecy of the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem, was all fulfill- 
ed in that generation; although, in the 
literal ſenſe, it ſhall not be till the end of 
. this world. St. Paul has convinced us, 
as well. as 17 centuries, that it was not 
to be in his time. . Theſſ. i the . 


Page 363. Thealptitis 3 Ws. 
lennium is ſo thoroughly cleared by Dr. 
Watſon, that I ſhall ſay no more to it, 

than that it is very ſtrange i in Mr. Eib- 
bon to make the j Joys of a future earth- 

ly habitation have greater force to 
promote Chriſtianity than the joys of 
God's own habitation, and an heaven 
of unutterable bliſs; and this too, when 

none but martyrs were to partake of 
them. It is allo ſurpriſing to make the 
Chriſtians threatening damnation to the 
6 1 Neathens, 


} 
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Heathens a principal motive of Ger 
converſion, when theſe could hardly 
have any intercourſe with the others; 
when they and their religion were ſo 
hated and deſpiſed by them; when all 
retribution was denied by all their phi- 
loſophers ; and when it was by this cop- 
verſion abſolutely required that they 
ſhould abandon every vice, and live the 
moſt careful and virtuous lives in every 
inſtance afterwards ; and this too unde 
A more ſevere and certain ruin for thef 
being Chriſtians, if they did not; ahd 
when, too, we experience that theſe ate | 
the very things, theſe threatenings and 
theſe ſevere lives, which make ſo many 
Heathens among usChriſtians atthisdaj, 
The double ſenſe of the prophecies tz 
plains all thoſe expreſſions of the precy 
ous ſtones with which the new Jeruſs 


| 


0 * 


CCT 
Jem was to be built, upon which this 
gentleman plays with ſo great an im- 
partiality. 


Ass to the conflagration of Rome, and 
the world, and his attributing our ſenſe 
of the former to our prejudices againſt 
Popery, I muſt ſay, that either he has 
not read the late Proteſtant writers upon 
this ſubject, or elſe he has a moſt unjuſt 
partiality to that corrupted, idolatrous, 
and bloody church. But this is not the 
only inſtance in which I have found the 
Deiſts favourable to Popery. | 


Page 567. His 3d cauſe of Chriſtis | 
anity's growth, is the miraculous. powers 
of the primitive Chriſtians, 


He ſays, with a ſneer, the Deity ſuſ- 
| I 2 _ pended 
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pended the laws of Nature for the be 
nefit of religion. Be it fo, then; but 
it was becauſe religion is the happineſt 
of thoſe creatures for whoſe benefit theſe 
laws were inſtituted. He quotes Tre- 
næus for ſaying, the knowledge of fo: 
reign languages, although communi: 
cated to others, was not ſo to him when 
he preached the Goſpel to the natives o 
Spain: but he ought to have known, 
that this ĩs an impoſition put upon the 
reader and him by Dr. Middleton ; for 
Irenzus ſays no ſuch thing. Theophi- 
lus was right in not undertaking to raiſe 


a dead man for the conviction of a no- l 
ble Greek, It was the Divine- Being 1 
who was to work the miracle, and be t 
might find cauſe to refuſe it, although a 
Vi 


to men it might ſeem ever ſo proper. 
The Apoſtles themſelves could on) 
5 work⸗ 
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work miracles when the all-knowing 
Spirit of God urged them to it. Chriſt 
Jeſus would not gratify Herod with the 
fight of one miracle, although it might | 
have ſaved his life. His account of the 
Chriſtian inſpiration is ſo certainly falſe, 
that the only thing to be ſaid in his vin- 
dication is, that he never examined the 
matter, but truſted to Dr. Middleton, 
without reading the anſwers given to his 
book ; which, to ſpeak the truth-of it, 
is written with a prejudice and diſinge- 
nuity the moſt diſgraceful. to any cauſe, 
or to any author. Let any one but 
read over 1 Cor. xiv. chap. and he will 
ſee that the Chriſtian inſpiration was. 
the fartheſt in the world from being 
an unreaſonable furor or madneſs; for, 
ver. 32, © the ſpirits of the prophets | 
were ſubject to the prophets.” . :; 
. I 3 * 3087 
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diemns for ſome erroneous reaſonings, 


would never retract. This gentleman 


That proof of our religion equally nu- 


© Sn 
If this Doctor were treated in the 
fame way that he has treated the primi- 
tive Fathers, whom he fo ſeverely con- 


and, as he will have it, miſrepreſenta- 
tion of facts, that they are not to be 
credited in any thing about religion, his 
own character would ſuffer a great deal 
more than theirs has' done by this kind 
of treatment. This gentleman makes 
uſe of great artifice and diſingenuity to 
diſcredit the miracles of the primitive 
Chriſtians, and has inſerted ſome paſ 
fages in his book which equally diſcre- 
dit all miracles in general; which paſ- 

„though often called upon, be 


did, alſo, publiſh a book againſt pro- 
phecy, by which he would have rendered 


C gator) 
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C206, 1 
gatory and ridiculous, and thereby de- 


ſtroyed the two great foundations f 


Chriſtianity 3 and yet this author held 
to his death an eccleſiaſtical preferment 
in our Chriſtian church, and was very 
angry, to the laſt, that he could not 
get in it a more ample proviſion : and 
ought we to give him any credit in theſe 
matters ? 


Tertullian's Apology was written to 
the Roman magiſtrates, upon their per- 
ſecution of the Chriſtians; and it is 
hard to think that he would put the de- 
fence of his cauſe upon a certain im- 


| poſture. His words are, I come now 10 
things, and give you 4a_demonſiration, 


from facts, that your gods and the dæ- 
mons are the ſame. . Let a demoniac 
be brought into court, and the ſpirit 

| I 4 which 
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which. poſſeſſes him be demanded by am. 
Cbriſtian to declare what be is, and be 
ſhall as truly confeſs himſelf to be a de. 
dil, as be did before falſely pretend to 
be a'god. If all theſe do not declart 
| themſelves in court to be devils, not dar- 
ing to lie in the preſence of a Chriſtian, 
that Chriſtian is willing to. be taken for 
a cheat, and to anſwer for it in his own 
Blood. It is to be obſerved, that all 
this was to be done in a Heathen court, 
and upon a perſon produced by them- 
ſelves, ' and therefore certainly xnown 
by them, and liable to the moſt careful 
inſpection, and where, too, all power 
was in their hands; and there could 
therefore be no poſſibility of a Chriſtian 
| juggle: And now let any one judge 
whether that perſon could be right in 


bis ſenſes who would place his religion, 
comfort, 
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comfort, life, and the lives of all his 


profeſſions, upon ſuch-a defence, if 
this defence were really falſe and an im- 
poſture. But leſt this proof ſhould be 
thrown off by a reference to Dr. Mid- 


dleton's Free Enquiry, I ſhall, for 


this 


once, ſubjoin an examination of his rea- 


ſoning upon this head. 


To fay that the Chriſtians were then- 


too poor to have a ſufficient number of, 
their Apologies tranſcribed, when ſo very 
few of them would have ſerved this 
purpoſe ; when they were ſo numerous 
in Bithynia long before this, as almoſt 
to annihilate the Heathen worſhip, by 

Pliny's confeſſion ;- when Tertullian i 
himſelf aſſerts, the ſenate, the army, 
| &c. to be all full of them; and Cy- 


prian did, not long after this, an 


d in 


this 


4 7 
this very place, raiſe above 800 poiiids 
at once, for the redemption of Chriſtian ' 
captives ; and Mr. Gibbon owns, they 
did then make up a tenth part of the 
city of Carthage :—to ſay that the Hea- 
then magiſtrates did not think it worth 
their while to enquire into theſe mat- 
ters, when Pliny did put two women 
to the rack for this purpoſe, and theſe 
magiſtrates were every day examining, 
impriſoning, torturing, baniſhing, con- 
fiſcating the goods of Chriſtians, and 
putting them to the moſt cruel deaths, 
for their faith—to ſay that the Chriſtians 

had then a particular order of men to- 
take care of, and inſtruct and cure theſe 
poſſeſſed people, providing lodgings in 
their churches for them, when they 
were juſt now ſo poor as not to get a 
few *. tranſcribed for the ſaving 
__ thier 
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their lives and fortunes; when he has 
not any authority for ſuch a ſuppoſition 
at that time, but many againſt it, as 
may be ſeen in Mr. Bingham's Chriſtian 
antiquities ;. and we may be ſure the 
Heathen magiſtrates would never fuffer 
any of thoſe to be brought into exa- 
mination, nor could the Chriſtians be 
able to collect and ſupport them all—to 
fay ſuch things in confutation of Ter- 
tullian's challenge, and of almoſt all 
the other Chriſtian writers before and 
after him—and Dr. Middleton ſays them 
all—ſpeaks not any fairneſs of R 
but the deepeſt and moſt rancorous 
prejudice. And here I will adviſe Mr. 
Gibbon not to follow Mr. Voltaire, as | 
he here has the Doctor, in his future 
hiſtory, when he comes to the worſhip 
of images in the Chriſtian church; be- 

| cauſo 
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eauſe this great genius's account of this 
matter is totally copied from Baronius, 
and where the intereſt of the Roman 
church is concerned, there cannot be a 
more partial and unjuſt hiſtorian than 
this ey great and learned cardinal. 


/ 


. 550. Ir will | readily be e 
ledged, that the pretended miracles of 
the church of Rome have much hurt 
our religion with many people; but it 
ought not to be ſo. Real miracles will 
probably introduce a pretence to feign- 
ed ones. And if it is conſidered that 
the Popiſh miracles are only propagated 
and believed where their religion entire- 
ly prevails, and no examination can be 
made of them, it muſt appear that this 
is no juſt argument againſt thoſe of the 
primitive Chriſtians, where every thing 


7 
' 
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was the reverſe with them; and yot 
they boldly required an examination of 
them by their moſt powerful, obſtinate, 
and cruel enemies: a diſtinction this 
ſo manifeſt, that it is wonderful how 
Mr. Gibbon could overlook it, and fo 
confound times together, as to make it 
impoſſible to ſay when miracles. did 
.ceaſe, becauſe always reported to con- 
tinue in the-church, when, both from 
this and the ſettlement of Chriſtianity, 
we can ſee, how they gradually became 
unneceſſary, and the certain falſehood of 
theſe contemptible late reports. 


We find, from the replies given to 
Dr. Middleton, that ſeveral Chriſtian 
uriters of the 3d and ꝗth centuries did 
acknowledge miracles to be then very 
rate among them, and nearly to have 
| N | ceaſed 


a 5 ö 
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deaſed from the church; and we ein 
eaſily diſcern the fitneſs of this proceeds 
ing. As Chriſtianity was the power of 
God to ſalvation, it was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for him, if he intended us this 
_ falvation, to ſupport it by his own mi- 
raculous power ſo long as this extract. 
dinary interpofition was requiſite: and, 
conſidering the nature of his religion, 
that it had nothing in the world to - 
commend it, but all the pleaſures, in- 
tereſts, prejudices of it, to obſtruct aud 
deſtroy its progreſs — and confidering 
that theſe miraculous powers were ſcarce- 
ly leſs neceſſary after, than before, the 
death of the Apoſtles, and that many 
others, beſides the Apoſtles, were ings 
their own times, endowed with theſe 
gifts—theſe things conſidered, we have 
the juſteſt reaſon to believe they ſtill 
continued 
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continued in the church, and that the 
teſtimony given of them by ſo many 
writers is well founded and true. But 
ſo ſoon as Chriſtianity was able to ſtand 


upon its own legs, ſo ſoon as men's pre- 


Judices againſt jt were pretty well worn 
off, and the powers of this world were 


no longer its enemies, but became its 


friends and ſupporters, and it could, 


by the common courſe of nature, main- 
tain and increaſe itſelf, then was it fit 
that this extraordinary interpoſition 


ſhould. be gradually leſſened, and, at 
laſt, totally taken away. This reaſon- 


ing is manifeſtly juſt, and 1 can con- 


firm it by an inſtance, which, I am con- 


dent, Mr. Gibbon will not controvert. | 


In the middle of the fourth century, 


when Julian, the apoſtate Emperor, in 


order 


„ 
— — 


order to invalidate our Saviour's pre- 


3s l 8 
„ 
9 iv 
l . 4 
1 
1 
"7 LEY 
t + 
. 
* 
bd 
U I 
RIC y 0 
31 
I 
x. 
3 
„ FN 
"= 
\ ” 
91 oh 
j 
* 
4 * 
_ 
* 


the hand of God did. itſelf viſibly inter- 


Know ledged in the hiſtory of Ammia- 


writer, may be believed, and who, as 
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phecy about the. deſtruction of Jeru- 
ſalem and the temple, did call home 
the Jews to their own.country, and em- 
-ploy both the power of this zealous 
people, and all the ſtrength of his'own 
mighty dominions, to execute this pur- 
poſe; and when there were no human 
means, which could poſſibly defeat it, 


Poſe, and, by ſhakings of the earth, 
which threw up the foundations, and 
fire burſting out, which conſumed the 
workmen and their wor k, compel them 
to deſiſt from and abandon the under- 
taking: and this miraculous fact is ae- 


nus Marcellinus, who, as a Heathen 


writing againſt his own principles, mult 
be 


ö 


e 
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be. believed, in his account of this mat. 


ter. And thus are the ſuppoſitions f 
Dr. Middleton, and of Mr. Gibbon, 
both of them deſtroyed by a Heathen 
atteſtation, and mine as undoubtedly 

confirmed. | 


Page 572. Fourth Cauſe of the 


growth of Chriſtianity, the good lives 


of the Chnſtang 


It is certain, that all the primitive 


apologiſts did boaſt of the virtue of the 


Chriſtians, and it is here acknowledged, 


to be a fact: the purity of their prac- | 


tice was conformable to the purity of 
their faith, and this in a world of a to- 


tally different caſt: which virtue effec- 


tually proved the truth of their reli- 
gion, by the beneficial effects which 
K | flowed 


flowed from the profeſſion of it. And 
no wonder, when no other religion it 
the world ever taught ſuch pure mora- 
lity, and enforced it by the like power- 
ful motives of an infinitely holy and 
Juſt God obſerving every action, and 
rewarding or puniſhing it with an eter- 
nity of the greateſt happineſs or miſery, | 
as the moral creature's behaviour ſhould 
deſerve. In this had they ſuch motives 
as were fitted to produce this virtuous 
life, and, in juſtice to Chriſtianity, he 
ought to have mentioned them; and, 
to be ſure, along with theſe, in this 
moſt dangerous and difficult time, they 
| had an extraordinary affiftance of the 
Holy Spirit of God, to influence their 
minds, and govern their practice. Theſe 
things, in Juſtice to Chriſtianity, he 
ougght to have produced: but inftead 
| | 7 


1 


of that, the reader's attention is turnel 


off to two other cauſes, which could be | 


of litttle or no benefit to this religion; 
indeed, the firſt of them, a conſidera- 
ble prejudice to it, namely, repentance 
for paſt fins, and a laudable defire of 
ſupporting the ſociety into which they 


were entered, He here retails the ma- 


licious falſehoods which the Heathens 
caſt upon the Chriſtians, of alluring 


into their party the moſt atrocious cri- 


minals; and adds, Thoſe perſons who 
in the world had followed, though in an 


imperfett manner, the dittates of bentya- 


lence and propriety, derived ſuch a calm 
ſatisfaftion from the opinion of their 
own rectilude, as rendered them much 
eſs ſuſceptible of the ſudden emotions of 
Jhame, f grief, and of terror, which 


have given birth to ſo many wonderful | 


K 2 converſions 


—— 
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converſe Fons.—Will dot hope. have ſome. 
effect upon a generous mind? And mult 
not, then, the Chriſtian aflurance, given 
to every virtuous perſon, of an endleſs 
life, of inconceivable glory and happi- 
neſs for ever in it, be more powerful 
to perſuade the good man to the em- 

bracing this religion, who had no alte- 

ration to make in his practice, and muft 

have this ſelf. ſatisfaction ſo prodigiouſſy 

increaſed, by knowing, that he hereby 
had acquired the favour of his God, 
and was certain of his protection and 
bleſſing here, and his eternal reward 
hereafter—muſt not theſe be more like- 
ly to work upon a virtuous and gene- 
rous mind, than to be left totally deſti- 
tute of them ; and be, indeed, more 
powerful to convert him, than the fear 
of future puniſhment. could be to any 
profligate 
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profligate Heathens, which puniſhment 
they expected not, and were all taught 
to deſpiſe, and who, to become C hriſ- 
tians, muſt change the whole courſe of 
their lives, get the better of long and 

eſtabliſhed habits of vice, and ever af- 
ter live in direct oppoſition to all their 
beloved luſts, paſſions, intereſts? Has 
he, indeed, known many of theſe con- 
verſions in a Chriſtian country, where 
the motives to them are ſo much more 
powerful? If he has, his experience is 
very different from that of all the reſt 
of mankind; and yet, upon this very 
falſe ſuppoſition, he goes on to vilify 
and abuſe even our Saviour himſelf. Vs 


Page 573. After the example of their 
Divine Maſter, the miſſionaries of ! be 


Goſpel diſaained not the ſociety of men. 


. 
(134 J | 
and efpectally of women, oppreſſed by 
the conſciouſneſs, and very often by tbe 
effects, of their vices. —It is impoſſible 
that a man ſhould be a believer in 
Chriſt, or, of any moderation in his in- 
fidel principles, who writes in this male- 
volent manner of the moſt holy, but 
compaſſionate Jeſus: for, was it not his 
cuſtom to preach in their fynagogues 
every Sabbath- day, and in all places of 
the moſt public reſort, at their great 
feſtivals, and in their temple, and to 
the Scribes and Phariſees, and Jewiſſi 
rulers; ſo that in ſecret he did nothing ? 
And was not this alſo the practice of 
the Apoſtles? What is it, then, which 
gives a pretence for this infamous ſcan- 
dal? (Not to be warm upon ſuch an 
coccaſion would be a fooliſh and crimi- 
nal apathy.) Why, Chriſt had ſome 
women 
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women to attend him, one of whom 
had been a great ſinner; and he alſo 

tells the Phariſees, that he came not to 
eall the righteous but fingers to repen- 
tance: a ſevere ſarcaſm this upontheſe 
hypocritical men, who were all abomi- 
nably wicked, and yet gloried in their 
outward righteouſneſs.; and a dreadful 
denunciation likewiſe. againſt all thoſe, 
who, as men, muſt be finners, and, as 
infidels, almoſt always the greater fin- 
ners, but who will yet refuſe to receive 
any atonement for fin, or divine aſ- 
ſiſtance againſt it, and will moſtly inſo- 
lently ſtand upon their own ſtrengths 
and rectitude for acceptance and hap- 
pineſs with the all-holy and juſt Gover- 
nor and Judge of the world. 


ee. 
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was fo in their time. But as Mr. Gib- 


1 1 
& Mr. Gibbon, then, in this part of his 
cauſe of Chriftianity's progreſs ; and as 
to the care of the ſect's reputation, 
this is ſuch a poor motive to virtue, that 
I ſhould' never have thought it worthy 
of notice, if this gentleman had nor 
made it ſo, Every ſect has this motive; 
but every ſect is not made virtuous by 
it; nay, we know ourſelves the very 
reverſe to happen. Our infidels, as to 
number, are nothing, I thank God, in 
compariſon of our Chriſtians ; and do 


| they therefore excel in righteouſneſs > 


We have alſo among ns many ſects of 


believers, and none of them are re- 


markable for their ſuperior virtue, and 
ſome of them are infamous for a very 
different character: and if we will be- 
lieve the primitive Chriſtian writers, it 


bom 


t * XY 


bon will hardly allow them CIT | 
I will produce him two, which no Chrif- 
tian can deny, Rev. ii. 6. But his thou 
haſt, that thou bateſt the, deeds of the 
Nicolaitanes, which- I alſo hate z and. 
2 Theſſ. ii. 10, Whoſe coming is with | 
all deceivableneſs of unrighteouſneſs ; and 
one that he will not deny, namely, the 
bad character which theſe writers- give 
of the Gnoſticks, which, as theſe were 
Chriſtians in name, and the ſcandal in- 
jured the Chriſtians. themſelves, we may 
be ſure that they would not have ſo 
openly confeſſed, was it a thing to be 
doubted of, or with truth to be denied. 
This charge againſt them Mr. Gibbon 
himſelf acknowledges ; but it is here 
worthy of notice, that he gives from 
them the ſame retort upon the church, 
and d contradicts himſelf, and ef · 
teftually 


1 
ſectually deſtroys that very cauſe of 
Chriſtianity's growth, which he is here 
inſiſting upon. 


The ſeverity of the then Chriſtian 
morals, ſet forth in ſo many pages, is a 
ſtill farther proof of the inſufficiency,, 
and even falſeneſs, of this his pretended 
eauſe. The ſtate of perſecution to 
which the Chriſtians were then con- 
tinually liable, and by which they fre- 
quently ſuffered, to the loſs of every 
thing dear to them, and the being af- 
flicted with every thing that is miſera- 
ble in this life, made it moſt neceſſary 
for them to diſengage, as far as it was 
poſſible, their affections from this dan- 
gerous world; and more eſpecially from 
the endearments of marriage, which 
muſt have proved a moſt violent temp- 
hot W tation, 


3 
tation, and a dangerous ſnare to them 
ſo violent indeed, that St. Paul adviſes 
the Chriſtians in theſe ſeaſons to abſtain» 
from marriage : -and the many idola- 
tries practiſed by the Heathens upon 
almoſt every occaſion, rendered it equal- 
ly requiſite that they ſhould keep them- 
ſelves at a diſtance from thoſe . offices 
which would entangle them in this great 
and juſtly-abominated crime. Theſe, 
however, were not ſo many as to render 
the Chriſtians uſeleſs to the common- 

wealth; for we find many of them em- 
ployed in many departments of it, which 
Mr. Gibbon ſeems to think inconſiſtent 
with their religion, though, notwith- 
ſtanding all their then ſtrictneſs, it is 
certain that they did not, The firſt 
Heathen convert to Chriſtianity was, we 
know, a proſelyte to the Jewiſh reli- 

| gion, 
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gion, who muſt neceſſarily abhor and; | 


avoid all idolatry ; and yet he was a 
oenturion in the Roman army). 


Page 581. The fifth cauſe of the 
growth of Chriſtianity, the active go- 
vernment of the church, | | 


He here 1 a great deal of 
the ſafety and aggrandizing of it to the 
Chriſtian's ambition of raiſing them- . 
ſelves to the offices of the church: but 
the weakneſs, nay,. the injuſtice, of this 
eauſe, muſt appear, when it is conſi- 
dered that all theſe offices were for life, 
and could not be frequently filled ; that 
not one in a thouſand could obtain any 
one of them, nor in ten thouſand the 
higheſt of them all; that, when ob- 
. they did but ſubject the poſ- 
ſeſſor 


„ 
ſeſſor to an exceſs of trouble and dan- 
ger, danger both of body and ſoul, 


and, if there be any truth in Chriſtian 
hiſtory, were, till near the cloſe of 


the third century, much more eagerly 
ſhunned, than ſought for, by the Chriſ- 


tian people. 


As to the church government eſta- 
:bliſhed by the Apoſtles, it ĩs nothing to 


our preſent purpoſe ; and ſo I paſs on 


to page 586, where he makes the union 
of the church one great cauſe of its 
growth: but had he given the real caſe 
here, he would have ſet it down, the 
diviſions and conteſts of the church; 
and of theſe he himſelf has furniſned 
us with a good many inſtances. This 
, would have been the juſt repreſenta- 
tion of the matter, but to do this 
; would 


F, 
1 
| 
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) rectly againſt his purpoſe and, there- 
„the very reverſe 18 aflerted by 


him, 
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Pac 591. A community of goods 
was not adopted by the firſt Chriſtians 
in the manner he has ſtated it. The 
zeal of ſome drew them into this prac- 
tice ; but at was not required of any, it 
was voluntary in them all. St. Peter's 
words are, While it remained with thee, 
was it not thine own, and after it was 
ſold, was it not in thine own power? And 
even Mr. Gibbon's words are, The 
converts were permitted to retain the 
poſſeſſion of their patrimony.” It was, 
therefore, for the lie, and intended de- 
-ceit, that Ananias and his wife were 
' ſtruck dead; and thus the Scriptures 
declare it. He might, therefore, have 
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Fpared the following innuendo, that in 


Bands leſs pure than thoſe of the Apoſ- 


tles it might ſoon have been corrupted. 


Never men ſhewed ſuch an honeſt dif 


regard to this world and all its intereſts 
as the Apoſtles did, their great Maſter | 
excepted ; and even in this inſtance, 
we find them immediately caſting away 
the care of this money from themſelves, 
and putting it into-other hands. But a 


reflection of this kind would be pleaſs 


ing to many people, and beget a ſmile 
againſt the Apoſtles; which was an ad- 
vantage not to be loſt, 


It may, perhaps, be proper, alſo, to 
mention another inſtance which may 
ſeem to countenance Mr. Gibbon, al- 
though not noticed by him. Our Sa- 
viour required the young rich man to 
A "A 
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ä 
ſell all that he had, and give to the 
poor, that he might become his diſei- 
ple, and have treaſure in heaven: but 
this was then neoeſſary, becaiiſe his relis 
gion was to be for a long time in a 
moſt dangerous and perſecuted condi- 
tion; and if the man could not / before 
hand reſolve to abandon qis poſſeſſiona, 
he could not remain a followet of Chriſt, 
but muſt afterwards. e t0.bis 
n nen and run. 
* * (. bil 15 

That the charity of the Chrifiank 
in not only relieving: their omn poor; , 
but many of the Heathen beſides, and 
alſo in ſaving, and carefully breeding 
up, many of their children, whom their 
horrible and brutiſh ignorance had-exs.. 
poſed to deſtruction, muſt have hadia-. 
very danch effect for the Chriſtian 
L religion, 
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religion, cannot be denied: but this be- 
longs to, and ought to have been in- 
lerted in, his account of the fourth cauſe, 
ile good lives of the Chriſtians. Yet 
there it is not; and why ſo? Why it 
would, in that place, have done honour 
and ſervice to their religion; it is in 
this ſo introduced, as to be made a re- 
proach and detriment to it. And here 
it ought to be noticed, that the then 
Chriſtians, who were made fo poor by 
Dr. Middleton, as to be unable to pur- 
_ chaſe a few copies of a fmall Apology, 
in defence of their lives, properties, and 
teligion too, e found to be fo rich in 
Mr. Gibbon, as to bribe over the Hea- 
thens to their party. But I muſt men- 
tion another ſpeties of - their: chatiry, 
practiſed in Cypriams time, which is 
e, . that when, 
1, in 


{ 17 ] ENS 
in a great plague which raged in Afri- 
.ca and Carthage, the neareſt relations 
fled from infected perſons, and left 
chem to periſh for want of affiſtance, 
took care of, thoſe people, and faved 


their Ives; though, to be ſure, often 


wir the Jols of their Own. 


Page 595. Public penance. Excom- 
by St. Paul ; and with excommunicated 


perſons the Chriſtians were not ſo much 


as to cat. It was the deliyering the 


unhappy perſon to Satan; who, acbotd - 
ing to the evil, malicious nature of apoſ- 


tate ſpirits, was uſed moſt horribly to 


being again reſtored to Chriſt, he was 
deem from Satan's power, and made 


4 wy 
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torment the poor criminal, till; by his 
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F 
happy in the favour and protection of 
his Saviour and his God, and in an af- 
ſurance of pardon and everlaſting hap- 
pineſs in heaven: a demonſtration this 
of the neceſfity, truth, benefit, of the 
Chriſtian religion; and no wonder, then, 
that an excluſion from it was ſo exceſ- 
ſively dreaded, and ſo much endured by 
the penitent to have it taxen off. But, 
certainly, this ſeverity of diſcipline was 
more likely to hinder, than promote, 
a converſion to this faith. It laid. thoſe 
people under a moſt violent temptation 
to abandon ſuch a harſh religion as this 
and, in caſe they had done it, we may 
be ſure that the Heathens would have 
received them with the greateſt cordia- 
lity-; and they could have nothing to 
dread from the reſentment of their for- 
mer friends. * cannot be .doubted, 
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mat the liberal alms of the Chriſtians 
muſt have occaſioned ſome converſions. 


among the poor; but that merciful and 


loving temper, which was enjoined evers 
to enemies, by this religion, muſt have 
made a great many more, and thoſe of 
the moſt virtuous and happy diſpoſi- 
tions. This is, indeed, an argument 
ſtrong in Chriſtianity's favour, and we 
do accept it from Mr. Gibbon with all 


thankfulneſs, whatever his deſign was 


in confeſſing it. it. 


Page 602. We have, in this place, 


ſuch expreſſions as only befit a Chriſ- 
tian; but it is impoſſible this author 
ſhould be ſuch- The whole bent of 
his ſoul appears to be ſet againſt Chriſ- 
tianity, and he ſees nothing in it, bub 
with that jaundiced eye which turns 
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every thing to its own' blackneſs and 
borror. And here he thinks his five 
1 cauſes ſo powerful, that, inſtead of be- 
4 ing ſurpriſed at the rapid progreſs of 
. Chriſtianity, his wonder is, that it was 
. not ſtill more univerſal and rapid. Let 
| us, then, more carefully examine this 
1 matter; for to me this appears an eaſi- 
neſs of belief greater than that with 
which modern Deiſts are wont to re- 
proach us Chriſtians, and ſadly ſhews, 
to what an unreaſonable length a deep 
prejudice can carry a bright and pene- 
tratißg genius. I remember a learned 
man, of theſe principles, to have doubt- 
ed whether there ever had been ſuch a 
perſon as Chriſt. But ſomething of 
this kind was neceſſary to be done, in 
order to take off, if poſſible, one of 
our arguments, thoroughly enforced by 
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Mr. Jenyns, for the truth of Chriſtiani- 
ty, namely, the greatneſs of its growth, 
when the cauſe, and the propagators of 
it, were naturally ſo unfit to —_ 
ſuch a wonderful effect. — 
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die for the ſalvation of the world. he 


tells his Apoſtles, that before the deſtruc- 


tion of Jeruſalem, not then 40 years 
diſtant, this Goſpel of the kingdom ſbalt 
be preached in all the world; (and St. 
Paul tells us it was ſo within 30 years ; ): 
and, from the parable of the leaven, and 
the grain of muſtard- ſeed, foreſhews-- 
the prodigious encreaſe of it:—ſtrangely,. 


but moſt ſurely prophetic this denuncia- 


tion, when his religion, and the means 
to effect it, were both of them of ſuch 
an unpromiſing nature; when there 
was nothing to propagate it, but the 
preachings of twelve illiterate fiſher- 

| | men, 


1 I ©: 
men, who were equally deſtitute 44 
learning, addreſs, or eloquence; and 
who were to wander about the world 
with this ſeemingly ſilly tale in their 
mouths, that one Jeſus, who was br 
| is, countrymen, the Jews; put to the | 
moſt. cruel death, for being the vileſt 
of malefactors, was riſen from the: dead, 
and become the Saviour of the world; 
that he had commiſſioned, and ſent 
them out to tell all mankind, that they | 
muſt believe in him and the one true 
God, repent of all their ſins, abandos 
every vice, and practiſe every virtue: 
that they muſt reſiſt and abhor the reli- 
gions of the ſeveral countries in which 
they had been educated, and to which + 
they were moſt deeply prejudiced ;. give 
up all the goods of this life, and en- 
dure every thing miſerable in it, even 
4 # to 
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ly intereſts, to attach them to it; w 
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to the moſt tortutous of deaths, which 
they muſt ſurely expect; and all for 


the ſake of this new religion, and 
the happineſs which it promiſed in a 
future life. Theſe were the men our 

Saviour ſent out to propagate his reli- 
gion, and this was the work he had 
given them to do : and very ftrange it 
is, that he ſhould know them fo tho- 
roughly, as to think, nay, be ſure of it 
too, that they would meddle in ſuch an 
undertaking, and, much more, perſevere 
in it; and ſtranger till, that theſe miſ- 
fionaries ſhould be able to convert the 


moſt powerful, knowing, and poliſhed 


nation that ever was in the world, con- 
vert them from that ancient religion of 


_ theirs, which had all their luſts, preju- 


dices, paſſions, gratifications, and world- 
hicks 
had 


188 J 
had all the wit of their philoſophers; 
all the learning and power of the world 
to defend it; to which religion they at- 
tributed the growth and proſperity of 
their mighty empire, and to the abans 
doning of which, by the Chriſtians, 
they imputed every calamity which befel 
them after the riſe of the new religion; 
and that, therefore, they treated with 
all the abuſe, hatred, perſecution, which 
malice ſo powerfully urged on could 
inſpire, and which Chriſt ſo juſtly and 
particularly. foretold to his Apoſtles 
when he was ſending them out. lf 


By theſe means, and in this manner; 
and againſt ſuch an oppoſition, was 
Chriſtianity to be propagated ; and let 
any man of the leaſt impattiality ſay, 
whether it was poſſible for the Apoſtles 
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to have any ſucceſs in this work, unleſs 
favoured: with that high and miraculous 
interpoſition of God which the New 
Teſtament gives an account of, and 
which it is Mr. Gibbon's. intention to 


deny, and his endeavour totally to de- 


ſtroy; and, along with this, an in- 
ſpiration and divine influence of the 
Holy Ghoſt, to work upon the minds 


of the hearers, and give them that in- 
genuouſneſs of heart which ſhould cauſe 
them to attend to, and be convinced by, 


their preaching and miracles. This moſt 


important period, upon which all future 


proceedings of the Chriſtians did entire- 

ly depend, is paſſed over without no- 
tice by Mr. Gibbon: and if truth was 
to be thrown out of the caſe, and he 


had nothing more to regard than the 
credit of his, underſtanding, he would | 


have 


L II I MEND 
have been very wiſe in this proceedings 
for although it be certain that he ns 
more believes the miracles of Chriſt 


and his Apoſtles than thoſe of the af- 
ter-Chriſtians, yet to have at once con- 
demned the former would have given 


ſuch diſguſt to many, -would fo clearly 
have -ſhewn the 4mpoſhbility of the 
Apoſtles ſueceeding in this work, and 


have expoſed him to ſuch a certain con- 


futation, that it was not a thing to be 


undertaken. He would have been diſ- 


proved by the very exiſtence-of ſuch 4 
book as the New Teſtament.” He was, 
therefore, neceſſitated to take up Chriſ- 
tianity at a later date, when, from its 


being very generally prapagated and 


well eſtabliſhed in many places, he could. 
with the greater plauſibility; aſcribe its 


wonderful growth to the ſive cauſes be 
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has afſigned for it. But then, it is t6 
be obſerved, that, as theſe will not at all 
relate to the firſt planting of Chriſtiani- 
ty, they are indeed totally beſide his 
purpoſe, and prove nothing at all for 
him. Let us, however, go on to con- 
fider them as he has been pleaſed to 
Nate them; and here we ſhall not find 
him to ſucceed, but to be palpably de- 
feated in his attempt, although he bas, 


by the moſt partial calculations, endea - 


voured to leſſen the progreſs of this re- 
ligion. That they would, if juſtly ſet 
| down, be of confiderable effect, is not 
to be denied ; but, as in this light they 
would all of them have given moſt con- 
vincing proofs of Chriſtianity's truth, 
he has been compelted, in order to 
avoid this conſequence, ſo to pervert 
them, as in all of chem to leſſen, and 

0 moſt 
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moſt of them to annihilate their whole 
force, and, in ſome inſtances, to turn 
them to the deſtruction of his on in- 
enen 1115195 | 


11 be had ſaid, | that Chrltuniy, by 
aſcertaining and opening the being and 
nature of God, and ſhewing him to 
be the Creator, Suſtainer, and Moral 
Governor of the world, who had a re- 
gard to the behaviour” af his moral 
creatures, and would reward or puniſh 
them as they ſhould: deſerve, and by 
theſe means merited from all rational 


creatures; capable of knowing him, fuch 
a high homage of adoration, ſuitable to 
his holineſs, juſtice, goodneſs, and infi - 
nite power, as made it peculiar to him; 
and that this religion, by preſcribing 

and making knowo-fuch u ſpiritual de- 
"HT | Vvotion 
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votion as was fitting for: man to * 
and the Divine Being to receive, and 
by procuring for us ſinners, and our 
imperfect and worthleſs ſervices, an ac- 


ceptance from his infinite purity and 
Juſtice if he had ſaid, that Chriſtianity 


by theſe means did render itſelf ſo ex- 
oeedingly reaſonable, amiable, and be- 


neficial, that it ought to have draun 
over every ſenſible perſon to the em- 


bracing of it, and more eſpecially ſo 


when ſet in oppoſition to the impure, 
abominable, ſuperſtition of the Hea-; 
thens—(and in ſo ſaying. he would have: 
done no.more than juſtice to our reli- 
gion) —if he had ſaid this, he then, in- 
.deed, had given a cauſe which muſt 
have been of great force for the pro- 
motion of Chriſtianity. But as this 
would have been ſo convincing an ar- 
a 


{ wr J 
gument of its goodneſs and truth, he 
was compelled to evade it; and he has, 
by making nothing of divine worſhip, 
aud by blaming the primitive Chriſtians 
for their refuſal to give any to the Hea- 
then gods, not only deſtroyed the force 
of his own cauſe, but manifeſtly turn- 
ed it againſt himſelf: for ſuch an un- 
reaſonable, obſtinate denial in the Chriſ- 
tians to do what was innocent in his 
eyes, and meritorious in that of the 
Pagans, could not fail of breeding in 
the latter ſuch an hatred to the Chriſ- 
tians, and ſuch a wide ſeparation be- 
tween them, as muſt have, proved a very 
great detriment, inſtead of any advan- 
tage, to the Chriſtian cauſe. Every one 
at all acquainted with mankind, knows 
that it is not an unreaſonable, perverſe 


een to their wills, but an eaſy 
= coui- 
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compliance with them as far as we can, 
which will beſt gain upon the under- 
ſtanding, and fo win over their hearts 
as to render them moſt ſuſceptible of 
convietion. 


The Ewe, alfo,'i is to be obſerved of 
his ſecond cauſe; The immortality of the 
ſoul, and the retributions of a future 
life —If he had ſaid, and in juſtice to 
Chriſtianity he ought to have ſaid, that 
the nature of God and man was ſuch 
as to make man "deſerve and expect a 
future life of retribution z ; that Chril- 
tianity did, by giving us a certainty: of 
this future life in an infinitely more per- 
fect exiſtence, and for ever enjoying in 
it an inconceivable degree of glory and 
bappineſs, which happineſs every "man 
muſt with for, and this religion has 

enſured 
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powerful for his purpoſe. But as a moſt 


I 163 J 


enſured to every virtuous perſon upon 


the reaſonable and eaſy terms of the 


_ Goſpel, but which had been baniſhed 


from the Heathen world by their ab- 
ſurd notions of this future life, and re- 
tributions of it, as alſo by the falſe rea- - 
ſonings of their philoſophers upon this 
molt important ſubject ; if he had ſaid, 
that theſe -Chriſtian diſcoveries contri- 
buted to the growth of this religion, he 
would have offered a cauſe which had 
real weight in it, and muſt be very 


material proof would have from hence 
reſulted to Chriſtianity, he was neceſſi- 
tated to turn off the reader's attention 


from it, and fix his mind upon other 


matters; namely, the falſe expectation 
of a judgment immediately to come, of 


an . millennium, of the confla- 


M. 2 gration 
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gration of Rome and this world; and to 
an exceſs of threatening and fear, which 
the wiſeſt of the Heathens all deſpiſed, 
and which muſt render this cauſe of 
very little, if indeed of any effect at 
all, to the promoting Chriſtianity: and 
to compleat the deſtruction of it, he 
ridicules the prophetic language in the 
Scriptures, of the gold and precious 
ſtones wherewith the New Jeruſalem was 
to be built; and thus deſtroying the 
credit of thoſe writings, which, by his 
own confeſſion, do alone inſure this im- 
mortality to us, he annihilates his ſecond 
"cauſe, | 


Third cauſe: The miracles of the 
primitive Chriſtians- Had he declared, 
that, although all miracles had ceaſed 
with the lives of the Apoſtles, yet was 
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there ſo authentic a teſtimony left of 
them in the Scripture, that there could 
be no reaſonable doubt entertained of 
them, he then would have given a 
cauſe moſt powerful indeed for the 
promotion of Chriſtianity : and, be- 
fides, had he farther confeſled, that there 
| were ſome remains of the ſame miracu- 
lous powers continued in the church to 
the 2d and 3d centuries, to teſtify for 
Chriſt's religion, he would have added 
force to his cauſe, and demonſtrated 
its truth and tendency to propagate 
and encreaſe that religion. But as 
this was a thing not to be done by 
him, he has artfully turned off the 
whole into an inſpiration falſe and ridi- 
culous, ſaid many things ſubverſive of 
all miracles, and made plauſible impoſ- 
tures of all thoſe which the primitive 
Chriſtians aſſerted of themſelves ; and 

e 
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he has hereby not only ruined his de- 
fien, but turned: his own cauſe againſt 
himſelf : for this falſe pretence to mi- 
racles would only have put them upon 
a level with the Heathens, who fre- 
quently aſcribed the ' ſame power to 
their Gods ; fo that little good could 
have ariſen from this pretence to the 
Chriſtians: but if their impoſture had 
been diſcovered, as certainly it muſt 
have been in a Heathen government, 
and with ſuch a majority of the peo- 
ple, and they all ſo eager, againſt 
them, it muſt have torn up Chriſtianity 
by the roots, and entirely extirpated it. 
Thoſe people, who were fuch bitter 
enemies to the Chriſtians, as to load 
their religion and them with the horrid 
and unjuſt calumnies of 'worſhipping 
an aſs's head, killing and devouring 
Aare, and uſing 3 copu- 
lations, 
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lations, would have blazed this matter 
abroad, to their total ſubverſion. But. 
ſo palpably different was the caſe here, 
that thoſe miraculous powers which Mr. 


Gibbon ſo ſtrenuouſly denies, were then 
acknowledged by. the Heathens them- 
ſelves, though under the name of ma- 
gick, by which they rendered them not 
only uſeleſs, but even pernicious, to 
Chriſtianity. | 


Fourth cauſe: The virtue of the pri- 
mitive Chtiſtians.— We haye an odd 
contraſt here: the impoſture and vil- 
lainy of theſe. peaple were Mr. Gib- 
bon's 3d cauſe 3 their integrity and yir- 
tue are, in this inſtance, to conſtitute 
his 4th cauſe. But paſſing. this over, 
I am to obſerve, that, if he had, as ip 
_ to. Chriſtiapity be ought to have 
M 4 done, 
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done, ſet down, as a cauſe, the ma- 


nifeſt truth and purity of the Chriſ-— 


tian morality, and the ſtrong motives 
it held out to virtue, which were in- 
finitely more powerful than the world 
ever before knew, and theſe ſuitably 
acknowledged by a ſuperior purity and 
goodneſs of life in the Chriſtians, which 
muſt have drawn upon them and their 

religion the eſteem of every virtuous 


and ſenſible perſon, ( and ſometimes he 


finds occafion to ſpeak of Chriftianity 
in this manner,) he then would have 
produced a cauſe moſt juſtly and great- 
ly operating in Chriſtianity's growth. 


But as a repreſentation of this kind 
would have been too favourable for 


this religion, he is forced to ſuppreſs it, 
and to ſubſtitute in its place that ex- 
deſſive ſeverity of life and doctrine into 


which 


69 1 
which thoſe miſerable times of perſecu- 
tion had driven the oppreſſed Chriſ- 
tians; and has thereby deſtroyed the in- 
tended effect of his own cauſe, and turn- 
ed it againſt himſelf : for that rigid» 
neſs and ſeverity of living which was 
then required of every believer in Chriſt, 
muſt have been very diſcouraging, and 
greatly obſtructed, inſtead of promot- 
ing a converſion to this faith. It is not 
a very eaſy matter to perſuade a great 
number of people to embrace ſuch a 
ſevere and miſerable auſterity of life as 
he has here ſpoken of. . | 


As to his 5th EY that, if juſtly 
given, would have been of ſome advan- 
tage to Chriſtianity; but it is ſurpriſing 
how he could fall into ſuch a palpable 


2 as to make the union of the 
N church 
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church any help to its ſpreading, when 
there was nothing but diſſention, and 
the moſt rancorous diviſions, among 
them. The apoſtolical writings ſhew 
us, that this was the caſe with them 
even in the firſt century, whilſt the 
Apoſtles were alive, and miragulous 
power and divine infpiration were Come 
mon in the church; (ſo unwilling are 
men to give up their own prejudices to 
any conviction whatſoever !). and the 
Chriſtian writers, afterwards, ſhew that 
this was the caſe with them in the 2d 
and 3d centuries : but in the th, when 
Paganiſm was brought to its expiring 
gaſp, the controverſy between the Tri- 
Nitarians and the followers of Arius, 
raiſed ſuch a flame in the church, and 
bred ſuch animofities between the con- 
tending parties, as made them the deri- 


„„ 
fion and ſport even of the Heathens 
themſelves. Theſe are inconteſtible facts, 
and will hereafter be fully proved even 
by Mr. Gibbon himſelf; and therefore 
this moſt learned writer was ſtrangely 
miſtaken when he made the union of the 
church one cauſe of its prodigious en- 
creaſe. Let us not, however, at the 
preſent, give up this diſpute; but, ſor 
the reader's more perfect ſatisfaction, let 
us go on to examine the heads of this 
cauſe, as he is pleaſed to fet them down 
in his book. | 


The active government of the church, 
the ptimitive. freedom and equality, the 
inſtitutions of biſhops and prefbyters 
and of provincial councils, the progres 
of the epiſcopal authority, the metropo- 
hrans, the ambition of the Roman Pon 
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tiff, the diſtinction of laity and clergy, 
thefe are (to ſtop for a while) made by 
him a principal means of Chriſtianity's- 
wonderful growth ; but how either one, 
or all of theſe put together, ſhould have 
any conſiderable effe& in the conver- 
fon of the Heathens, I ſee not, nor do 
J believe that any impartial, conſiderate 
perſon will ſee. If ſuch a government 
as this had been peculiar to the Chriſ- 
tians, it muſt have proved of ſome be- 
nefit to their religion ; but where is the 
civilized nation that is deſtitute of it ? 


It is certain that the Romans were not, 


and that they had all the advantages 
which could poſſibly ariſe from any 


of theſe inſtitutions in the greateſt per- 
fection; truly in much greater per- 


fection than the Chriſtians did, or could 
poſſibly, poſſeſs. It is eaſy to diſcern 


L 13 ] | 
that ſome policy of this kind was abſo-- 
lutely neceſſary to the exiſtence of Chriſ- 
tianity; but how this little weak go- 
vernment of the little weak church, 
without any other ſupport than what 
conſcience could give it, ſhould enable 
theſe few religioniſts not only to reſiſt, 
but prevail againſt, that policy which 
was ſo firmly eſtabliſhed, and had all 
the encouragement that law, power, 
learning, prejudice, wickedneſs, the 
moſt dreadtul puniſhments, and the moſt 
ample rewards, could give it, I can- 
not diſcover, although I have given it 
the moſt careful conſideration. Hither- 
to, then, his own cauſe militates againſt 
himſelf : but he alſo adds, the obla- 
tions and revenues of the churches, and 

the diſtribution of hem, excommunica- 
tion, public e an. and the dignity. 
| of 
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of the epiſcopal government. To theſe 
I anſwer, That to make excommunica- 
tion and pennance, which were fo-exceſ- 
fively ſevere againſt all apoſtacy from 
the faith, or any wickedneſs in it after 

its reception, a cauſe of Chriſtianity's 
growth, is ſtrange indeed; he ſhould 
have ſet them down as a great obſtruc- 
tion to it. The dignity of the biſhops, 
and the revenues of the churches; were 
certainly as nothing in compariſon. of 
the Roman magiſtracy, wealth, and 
power; and the very frequent and mi- 
ſerable perſecutions by which the Chriſ- 
tians often ſuffered, and to which they 

were continually expoſed, muſt have ren- 
dered theſe advantages of Mtill -leſs effi- 
cacy to Mr. Gibbons purpoſe, - muſt, in 
fact, have turned them entirely againſt 
it. That love of the world, which alone 
| could 


| 
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could have given them any force with 


the Chriſtians, muſt have caſt them off 
from Chriſtianity, and made — 
of them all. \ 


Upon the whole of this matter, then, 
we find this ingenious writer to be very 
unfortunate in the cauſes he has affign- 
ed for the growth of ſuch a religion as 


Chriſtianity, They are all wropgly 


ſtated ; they gre all ĩneffectual for his 
purpofe ; and in many inflances directly 
make n t. 
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'T urge are ſome other reaſons af- 
terwards offered by him, which, it muſt 
be confeſſed, would have been of ad- 
vantage to this religion, if properly 
ſtated; namely, the philoſophers ſee- 
ing the fally of Heatheniſm, the incre- 
dulity and ridicule of the learned, and 
of the prieſts themſelves who officiated 
in their religious ſervices, and the great 
ſceptiſm which theſe things produced 
among many of their people. It is cer- 
tain that there is ſtrength in theſe cauſes, 
and that in ſuch a ſtate of things they 
muſt have been very conſiderable helps 
to Chriſtianity ; ſo conſiderable, indeed, 
that they ſeem to have affected Mr. Gib- 
Log 


L. 373: Þ* 

bon himſelf, and for a while to have 
made a convert of him. His words are, 
Some deities of a more faſhionable caſt, 
might have occupied the deſerted temples 
of Jupiter and Apollo, if, in the deciſive 
moment, the wiſdom of Providence had 
not interpoſed a genuine revelation, fitted 
to inſpire the moſt rational efteem and 
comviflion, whilſt, at the ſame time, it 
was adorned with all that could attract 
the curiefity, the wonder, the veneration, 
of tbe ous Ho | 


How to reconcile this to the hols 
tenour of his book, and many of his 
direct expreſſions, I know not. Muſt 
not both Chriſt and his Apoſtles have 
been, according to him, a ſet of the 
moſt profligate deceivers? And are theſe 
the people who brought down this 

| N genuine 
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genuine and amiable revelation froth 
| heaven? This is ſtrange indeed! Nor 
can I ſee how he can reconcile it to 
the character of his moſt highly eſteem- 
ed and commended hiſtorian. Tacitus, 
who, in his own tranſlation, uſes theſe 
words of the Chriſtians and their reli- 
pion : Branded with deſerved infamy, a 
dire ſuperſtition was even introduced to 
Rome itſelf, which receives and protefts 
whatever is atrocious z, they were all con- 
 e18ed, not ſo much for the crime of ſet- 
ting fire to the city, as for their hatred 
ef mankind :—in which words, befides 
the manifeſt and ſpiteful falfity of them, 
and the direct contradiction given to 
Mr. Gibbon Himſelf 1 in the above-cited 
paſſage, it might eaſily be ſhewn, wete 
it worth infilting upon, that he has 
made his tranſſation worſe than the ori- 
| ginal, 


U 79 3 


ginal, in order to throw an odium upan 
Chriſtianity. And 2s to its being fitted 
to attract the curioſity, wonder, and Ve- 
neration of the people, this will not, I 
ſuppoſe, be accounted a reproach to it : 
when it was to open to us the nature 


of the One Infinite Being, and the moſt 


ſtupendous of all his wonderful provi- 
dences ; —providences, which the angels 
defire to look into, and which were to 
be the. moſt expreſſive of, and honour- | 
able to, his infinite nature, that he 
would ever ſhew for the good | of oh 
creatures. 


But it is proper that we ſhould e en- 


quire into thoſe particulars which have 


given him ſuch a high notion of the 
eaſineſs of Cluiſtianity's ſucceſs. They 


N 2 _ 
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are ſet down, pages 601-2: The faſhion 
of increduliiy was communicated from 
the philoſopher to the man of pleaſure 

or buſineſs, from the noble to the ple- | 
beian, and from the maſter to the menial 
flave who waited at his table, and who 
eagerly liflened to the freedom of bis con- 
verſation. On public occaſſons the philo- 
ſophical part of mankind affected to treat 
with reſpet? and decency the religious in- 
Nitutions of their country; but their © 
ſecret contempt penetrat-d through the 
thin and awkward diſguiſe : and even 
the people, when they diſcovered that 
their deities were rejected and derided by 
thoſe whoſe rank and underſtanding they 
were accuſtomed to reverence, were filled 
with doubts and apprebenfions c:ncern- 
ing the truth of thoſe dofirines to which 


_ they * . a el implicit belief. 
The 


E 
The decline of ancient prejudice expoſed 
a very numerous portion of buman-kind 
to the danger of à painſul and comfort- 
leſs futuation. A ſtate of ſcepticiſm and 
ſuſpence may amuſe a few inquiſitive 
minds. But the practice of ſuperſtition 
is ſo congenial to the multitude, that, if 
they are forcibly awakened, they flill re- 
gret ihe loſs of their pleaſing viſion. 
Their love of the marvellous and ſuper- 
natural, their curiofity with regard to 
future events, and their ftrong propenſity 
to extend their hopes and fears beyond ihe 
limits of the viſible world, were the prin- 
cipal cauſes which favoured the eftabliſh- 
ment of polytheiſm. So urgent on the vul- 
gar is the neceſſity of believing, that the fall 
of any ſyſtem of mythology will maſt pro- 
bably be ſucceeded by the introduftion of 


18 other mode of ſuperſtition. And ſo he 
N 2 goes 


OW: 
hoes on, in the words already quoted, to 
wonder that the progreſs of Chriſtianity 
was not, in theſe circumſtances, ſtill 
more rapid and univerſal, We muſt, 
then, examine this matter, as laid down. 
by him. | | 

Mr. Gibbon dates this ſcepticiſm from 
the riſe of Chriſtianity to the extinc- 
tion of Heatheniſm ; but, upon en- 
quiry, we ſhall not find this aſſertion ve- 
rified, but falſified, by ſtubborn facts. 
The philoſophers, indeed, denied all 
fututity, and derided the Heathen no- 
tion of retribution- there; but we do 
not find them in any readineſs, nor 
the people either, to give up their old 
religion, but, on the contrary, tenaci- 
ous, perſevering, obſtinate, in the de- 
_ of ir, and Wag all that power, 


malice, 


on Is 
malice, falſehood, genius, learning, could 
do, for the ſupport of it. Thus we 
have ſeen it to be with his favourite hiſ- 
torian Tacitus; and this 18 abundantly 
proved by Chriſtianity's not being able 
to prevail for a hundred years together, 
and till Heathen Rome had become 


Chriſtian, under. the authority of Con- 


ſtantine the Great: it is, beſides, proved, 
by the many and cruel perſecutions in- 
flicted upon the Chriſtians during this | 
time ; by the cries of the people, upon 
every occaſion, to have the Chriſtians 
given to the lions; and by the defence 
acknowledged by Mr. Gibbon to be 
made for Heatheniſm by the philoſo- 
phers of the ſecond and third centuries. 
He is, therefore, moſt ſhametully mi- 
taken in that ſtate of the caſe. which he 


cin, 4nd upon which be bath. Þ oY 
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confidently founded Chri ſianity's ſac- 
ceſs. © And if any one be deſirous to fee 
this fact undoubtedly confirmed, I refer 
him to Vol. I. chap. 16, of the late 
Dr. Leland's Advantages and Neceſſity 
of the Chriſtian Revelation, where he 
will receive entire ſatisfaction on this 
point : only, as'this truly learned and 
great man hath not mentioned Plutarche * 
among his Heathen authorities, I wilt 
obſerve, that this philoſopher, in ac- 
counting for the ceſſation of oracles, 
among the Heathens by the ſuppoſe 
death of the dæmons who gave them, 
and who, though very long lived, might 
not be immortal, and by his endeavour- 
ing to explain away, and account for, 
the monſtrous idolatry of the Egyptians, 
gives me a ſtrong ſuſpicion that he 
__ of — and took theſe 
methods 


I 


thods to preſerve that moſt abſurd. and 


bloody ſuperſtition from being deſtroyed 


by the reaſonableneſs, purity, and truth, 


of the Chriſtian religion. And I muſt, 
alſo, for the ſame purpoſe, mention that 
great genius, and learned philoſopher, 
Longinus, who ſhews himſelf to be 
well acquainted, both with Judaiſm and 
_ Chriſtianity ; and yet, what concern 
does he expreſs at Homer's battle of 
the Heathen. gods! And what care 
does he take to hinder it from hurting 
their rehgion ! 


- a Mun 


It is true, that chere was & Lucian 
in the ſecond century, who did moſt ſe- 


verely ridicule the Heathen ſuperſtition; 
but then be did ſo to Chriſtianity as 


: _ nnn and is, theres 
v hs fore, 


well. as to that, and, indeed, to all re- 
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fore, nothing to Mr. Gibbon's purpoſe; 
And it is alſo true, that Seneca, in the 
firſt century, ſpoke very harſhly of the 
| Heathen worſhip ; but then it is equally 
| true, that he adviſes the people to con- 
form to it. But although erroneous in 
. this his ſtate of the caſe, Mr. Gibbon 
1 is not ſo as to the conſequences which 
14 | | muſt follow from ſuch a freedom of con- 
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verſation, and much more from ſuch an 
_ 1nfidel freedom of writing as he has aſ- 


1 Ie 7 
— * * * 


| 3 
It is his opinion, and certainly the 
RF truth, that the people will have ſome 
| religion or other. Man's nature requires 
= it; and this natural inclination, as well 
in as the reaſon of the thing, is a demon- 
= ſtration, that it is natural to man, and 


ought to be received by every one of 


17 ] | 
this nature, and muſt be, and will. be 
fo, if he be not debaſed to the loweſt 


ment. And now, from his own mouth, 
F beſeech Mr. Gibbon to conſider what 
he has been doing in this his attempt 
to deſtroy Chriſtianity z and whether 
the world will owe him any thanks for 
it, even if there was not to be a future 
fe after the preſent, or any retribution 
in it. Can he find any other religion 
upon earth ſo good for us as that of 
Chriſt, which he has but juſt now juſtly 
deſcribed to bea genuine revelation, 
fitted to inſpire the moſt rational eſteem 
and conviction?” Can he find any ſo 
good as this, and that as it is taught in 
his own national church, for the rea- 
ſonableneſs, purity, and uſefulneſs of its 
precepts, and for its moſt powerful en- 
forcementa 
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188 J 
forcements of - vittue ! And can he 
avoid ſeeing the dreadful. copſequepces 
which muſt follow from its being de- 
ſtroyed ? for which he has, however, ſo 
heartily labqured, and which will not 
be without its effect (I pray God, that 
it may be but little) upon a now luxu- 
rious, careleſs, and very proſligate peo- 
ple. Poſſibly he may need to be told, 
but the reader certainly ought to be told, 
ie dreadful conſequences of it. 


Theſe writings of his will propagate 
ſceptiſm and infidelity, by a great deal 
already too rife among us; theſe a total 
diſreliſh to, and breach of every virtue; 
theſe a hatred of all the ſanctions, which 
enforce virtue and reſtrain from vice; 
theſe the keeneſt hatred of the Goſpel, 
and every thing enjoined by it ; and 
theſe an increaſe and inundation of 
wicked- 
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wickedneſs, till it produces a total AC | 
regard to the welfare of the ſtate, great 

miſchief to it, and to all the individuals 
of it; and till it ſhall at laſt throw it 
into ſlavery, and all the abſurdities, ſu- 
perſtition, and idolatry of the'church of 
Rome, from which 'we have, by our 
Reformation, been fo long and fo hap- 
pily emancipated : for then the baſe- 
neſs of the people's minds will make 
them require the iron hand of arbitrary 
power to controul their perniciouſneſs, 
will render their remains of liberty but 
a curſe to them, and themſelves, there- 
fore, not only unwilling to defend, but 
eager to give it up; and this baſeneſs 
- will make their minds ſo connatural to 
the baſeneſs add ſuperſtition of Popery, 
that they will be ready to abandon their 
own true and holy belief, and eager. to 
accept of the outward ſervices, the con- 
| jurations, 


1 
i 
, 


| conſtitution, the admiration and envy of 


an offended God, but by the natural 


ſee the encreafing danger wy our coun- 
| tries at this time. | 


LS. 
Jurations, and the abſolutions of the 
church of Rome. And thus ſhall our 
true and ſpiritual religion, the boaſt of 
Chriſtianity, and our free and happy 


every ſenſible and virtuous man, be to- 
tally deftroyed from among us; and 
this, not only by the juſt judgment of 


effects of the things themſelves :—an 
event ſo certain to follow from the in- 
creaſe of infidelity, that he muſt either 
wiſh for it, or be judicially blinded, 
who does not diſcern it, and from hence 


Mr. Gibbon ought, a out of 
love to the truth, to the welfare of man- 
Kind, and the esd ef kis od awd 


y, to have ſtruck out thoſe parts of 
his 
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his book which are ſo hurtful to Chriſ- 
tianity. Dr. Watſon, in my opinion, 
yields a great deal too- muth to our 
Deiſts, when he allows that the uſeful 
neſs and benefits of Chriſtianity are no 
fure evidence of the truth of this reli 
gion: for as the Divine Being is infi- 
nitely good, and this his goodneſs was 
the cauſe of all creation; ſo it can ne- 
ver be, that the thing which is abſolute» = 
ly and entirely good, can be falſe—it 
muſt proceed from Him who is entire 
goodneſs and truth. And although we 
may, in other inſtances, be eaſily miſ- 
taken, yet not ſo in this of Chriſtianity®/ 
it is ſo highly neceſſary to our welfare, 
both here and hereafter, indeed abſo- 
lutely ſo, and ſo perfective of our na- 
ture, and ſurely productive of happi- 
neſs, both in this and in che other word, 
* . 0 
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P. AGE Goa: It is ſaid, that the on- 8 


queſts of Rome paved the way for tùe 
' conqueſts of Chriſtianity. The aſſer- 


tion is true, and moſt highly honoura- 
ble to this religion; becauſe, as Rome. 
civilized, and made its people thought- 
ful and intelligent, it ſhewed that Chri- 
tianity is of ſuch a nature, as to pre- 
wail where the people are moſt fitted 
to reaſon, to enquire, and to under- 
ſtand : and for want of this among 


the ſavages of America, our religion, 


to this hour, has not been able to make 


any conſiderable. progreſs there. 


That the Jews were ſo incredulous 


* 
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as to render it unneceſſary to publiſh any 
Hebrew Goſpel, is a great miſtake ; 
but ſhews plainly what 'this gentleman 
thinks, and would have his readers 
think, of the miracles of Chriſt and 
bis Apoſtles. Acts ii. 41, we find 000 
converted by one preaching and the 
miracle preceding it. Acts iv. 5000 
converted by another preaching. Acts 
v. 14, it is, And believers weile the 
more added to the Lord, multitudes | 
both of men and women.” Acts vi. 7, 
it is, 6 And'the word of God increaſed, 
and the number d? the diſciples multipli- 
ed in Jeruſalem greatly, and a great com- 
pany of the ptieſts were obedient to 
the faith.“ And Acts xxl. 20, James, 
who then preſided over and governed the 
church of Jeruſalem, declares, Thou 
ſeeſt, brother, how many thouſands of 

15 | * Jews 
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Jews there, are Fg belieye: e ori: 


ginal is, myriads or ten thouſands. It is, 


9 


then, à wiſtake in this learned man ig 
make the Jews ſo incredulous to the 


Chriſtian miracles: and he myſt, com 
ſequently, be miſtaken in the wh wy he 


bas aſſigned for there never having been 


a Hebrew Goſpel ; which, although the 
ching be doubtful, I do not. believe 


there really ever was. The cauſe of 


this i is, however, eafily diſcerned. There 


was one or more of the Apoſtles always 


reſiding at Jeruſalem (to, which, Place 
che neceſfity of a Hebrew Goſpel was, 


confined), till they were all killed, or 
had fled from it at the approach of that 


Roman war which, deſtroyed Jeruſalem, 


the temple "and public worſhip, and all 


the Jewiſh legal rites; and from his 
TOWN, and the teachers | . 


(WF 
him, the Jews muſt have had ſuch 4 
full information of every thing in Chriſ- 


tianity, as revidered it unneceſſary for 


chem to hive any Goſpel in writing. 
And here T muſt obſerve,” that, as the 
Jewiſh teachers then did, as the chutel 
of Rome now does, alſume to them 
ſelves an infallibllity int interpreting their 
Scriptures,” and bad) in fact, to 2 
good this claim, texts by a great many 
more numerous and forcible than-Rome = 


can produes for herſelf ; as their peo 
ple werd ſo long uſed to allow them this 


high prerogative; and as theſe rulers 


did almoſt all of them, in their con · 
junct body, deny and reject Chriſt: 
conſidering theſe things, it is really vow 
derful how Chriſtianity could make any 
progreſs at all arnong them; and it is 
hence fully” ſhewn, that the miracles 
1 wrought a 
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wrought for confirmation of it, muſt 


have been ſtupendous and convincing 


indeed. It is obſerved by. Dr. Middle- 
ton's antagoniſts, that, according to his 


own Introduction, he ought to hate 
begun his Enquiry with an examination 
of the miracles of the firſt II 
ſet forth in the New Teſtament, and 
have ſhewn why and when the power of 
working them ceaſed in the church; 
but, inſtead of this fair proceeding, he 
begins his Enquiry with thoſe of, the 


fourth ceptury, when the neceſfity of 


them was nearly ſuperſeded ; when che 
morals of the Chriſtians were exceed- 
ingly corrupted by the outward peace 
and proſperity of the church, and more 
eſpecially by the animoſities and violent 
contentions raiſed by the Arians againſt 


the Trine, which made ſome of 
| each 


n 

each fide ready to forge miracles for the 

ſupport of their different tenets, and the 
willing and credulous people too ready | 
to receive them; when, too, their love 
of monkery, and the ſaints and their 
rotten relicks, greatly hurt the purity 
of their faith even in that century, but 
in the next threw them into downright 
ſuperſtition and idolatry. This is the 
time in which Dr. Middleton choſe to 
begin his Enquiry, aſcending afterwards 
to the third and ſecond centuries; and 
in this he has been very nearly followed 
by Mr. Gibbon. The miracles of the 
third and ſecond centuries are firſt con- 
demned by the latter; and when he 
thinks he has brought thoſe into con- 
tempt, the miracles of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles are likewiſe attacked by him; ; 


and although in a covert, yet in a 
O 3 moſt 


| too dangerous and offenſive. It was, 


1.58 I - 
moſt pointed manvet. . To have begun 


with thoſe of Chriſt and his immediate 
followers, would have been an enterprize 


therefore, his moſt ſucceſsful method, 
at firſt, to diſpute thoſe of a later time, 
which could not be ſo certainly proved, 
and would not give fo great an offence ; 
and then, as ſoon as the reader's mind 
yas ſufficiently prejudiced, he might 
deny them all in general, when ſuch 
condemnation would be the more eaſily 
ſwallowed, and any hints taken which 
might deſtroy the belief of them. 


I do not a that this was the real 4 
ſign of Mr. Gibbon; but I muſt at- 

firm, that his proceeding thus was ſo 
well fitted to produce theſe effects, that 


he, who would defend * truth, ought 
not 


* 
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not to let it paſs without Böcker Set. 
deceit is the eaſieſt of all others, and 


where there is any prejudice in the 
mind, it is the moſt difficult to be 
avoided: and if ver man was preju- 
diced againſt any thing, Mr. Gibbon 
15, and moſt deeply ſo, againſt Chrif- 
tianity; for he ſees nothing belonging 
to it in a juſt, but diſtorted light, and. 
this has drawn him here into palpable 
ſelf - oontradiction. He repeatedly al- 
lows a ſtrong internal evidence to be in 
Chriſtianity, and yet in this place be 
effectually deſtroys it. He will not al- 
low the primitive Chriſtian writers to. 
have offered any reaſon for their teli- 
gion which was fitted to move a ſenfi- 
ble -man ; and yet their priricipal de- 
fence of it was, the ſtrong internal 


evidence with which it abounded. * hey 5 
| 0 4 not 


* 
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not only expoſed the abſurdity, falſe- 
hood, wickedneſs, of Heatheniſm ; but 


they dwelt, and chiefly too, upon the 


infinite benefit which Scripture inſtrue- 
tion had done, in opening and aſcer- 


taining the being and nature of God, 
his creation of the world, his moral 
government and providence over it, the 
pure worſhip by which he is to be 


- 
1 


ſerved, his obſervance of, and regard 


to, the moral behaviour of every man, 


and his having appointed a day in which 


he will judge the whole world in righte- 


ouſneſs, and reward or puniſh every 
man with an eternity of the greateſt 


happineſs or miſery, according to his 


good or evil behaviour in this life; by 


his giving us a perfect rule of duty, 
which forbids even the leaſt vice, and 
enjoins the moſt perfect virtue and pu- 
| WI Wb 
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_ rity of life; purity, not only im our 
outward words and actions, but inward- 
ly in our moſt ſecret thoughts and incli- 
nations: and all this, as we hope to ef; 
cape this moſt horrid and threatened 
miſery, and obtain this promiſed and 
moſt glorious happineſs. And is there, 
indeed, nothing which can convince in 
all theſe things ; and this; too, when 
they are ſer in oppoſition to the mon- 
ſtrous corruptions and errors of Hea- 
theniſm ? Mr. Gibbon does, in effect, 
affirm that there is not; but at the 
ſame time he equally contradicts reaſon, 
and his own previous declaration. And' 
here it muſt be obſerved, that, as he 
makes nothing at all of prophecy, ut- 
terly denies all miracles, and in this 
place deſtroys all internal evidence 
of Chriſtianity, he does, indeed, here- , 
by n render it, as he here 


would 
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would have it, unworthy the reception "= 


of any ſenfible man: but then we have 
ſhewn him to be miffaken in every one 
of theſe inſtances, and even to conträ- 
dict ane 

As to the nie of the Chriſtians 
to that of the Heathens, it is of but 
ſmall conſequence ; and therefore I piſs 
it over, and proceed to page 613, where 
it is ſaid, that the new' ſe of Cbriſ⸗ 
tians was almoſt entirely compoſed of tht 
' dregs of the populace, of peaſiints and 
mechanics, of boys and Wothen, of beg- 
Ears and flaves, the laft of whom might 
ſometimes introduce tht tniſſiotaries int 
the rich and noble fanilies to which thiy 
belonged. Theſe obſcure leachers 
whilft they cautiouſly avoid the danger- 
eu, encounter , pblleſopbers, mingle 

_ ne rude and illiterate tFowwd, and 

inſinuate 
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inſinuate themſelves into thoſe minds 
whom their age, their ſex, or their edu- 
cation, has the beft diſpoſed to receive 
the impreſſion of fuperftitions terrors : 
and this picture, although confefſed-to 
be an enemy's exaggeration, is yet de- 
clared not to be void of a faint reſem- 
blance.—That the majority of every 
religion muſt be made up of the popu- 
lace, is unqueſtionable ; but that the 
Chriſtians were not entirely compoſed 
of them, but had many of ſtation and 
learning among them, is certain from 


Pliny's letter to Trajan, as well as fromm 


all the Chriſtian apologiſts. Had it, 
however, been as it is here repreſented, 

are we to be governed by the faſhion 
of the world, or the reaſonableneſs. of 
the thing? Can Mr. Gibbon think 
that the writing in this manner will 
do honour either to himſelf or to his 


cauſe ? 


EJ | 
cauſe | As to the Chriſtians avoiding. 
to encounter with the Heathen Philoſo- 
phers, what can Mr. Gibbon intend by 


fuch an expreſſion? Were not many-of 
the then Chriſtians - philoſophers, and 
men of deep learning; ; and were they 
not ſpoken to, and converted by, the 

Chriſtians ? Is Heatheniſm, indeed, the 
religion which the philoſophers profeſſ- 
ed, and. endeavoured to defend, to be 
in reaſon preferred before Chriſtianity 7 
And is the latter found to be unable to 
defend itſelf in the opinion of rational 


people? It cannot be affirmed: the 


very reverſe is but now aſſerted by Mr. 


that the moſt learned and worthy men 
of our nation, men who have done the 
higheſt honour to it by their genius, 
knowledge, virtue, have been ſtaunch 


believers; and of how different a cha- 


Gibbon bimſelf; and he muſt know I 


. - 


. radt from * . 

er them the heads 

believers have been, the Kg f 
wr be tld ben. Bow, 7 we 


Page Sl is a n 
tar almoſt all hereſies have tea fl, 
e church of Chriſt from men _ 
mo deference to D 
7 and too little to the revelation 
an all-knowing and infinite God; 
2 never was any fault more. rife 8 
world, e : 


* e 


Page 614, 61 knowledged, 
8. —Ici 

but with reſtrictions, a there 4 

my perſons of rank and nega 

thartive profeſſing Chriſtianity, though 

opts Y to take off entirely the, 
Ignorance, and obſcuruy : 5 

but 
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but this, be allows, does, after all; 
give us the more reaſon. to admire the 
merit and ſucceſs of the Chriſtians. 
He alſo ſays, that, while Chriſtianity 
promiſes a heaven to the poor in ſpirit, 
and the afflicted chearfully liſten to it 
che fortunate are ſatisfied with che haps 
pineſs of this world. That they are 
ever endeavouring to make themſelves 
ſo, is allowed; but that they are able 
to accompliſh their purpoſe; I abſolute- 
ly deny: and the continued, various, 
and ruinous purſuits of thoſe who. are 
bigheſt in the world, confirm this to 
be the truth, as well as the confeſſions 


at laſt made by themſelves,” and by the 
great Solomon. And, indeed, the 
cleareſt reaſons, as well as the conſtant 


experience of all mankind, thews us it 
ever muſt be ſo. | , 


= * 4 
* 
*. 
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Man can never. be gratified; by tho 
pleaſures, of ſenſe,; becauſe ſenſe is bur 
one; and the loweſt, part of him. His 
higheſt faculties are thoſe of reaſon and 
Morality, fam which muſt man's. chief 
happineſs; ever ariſe; but whereof he 
has ſuch an imperfect uſe in this world, 
that they can never ſatisfy him: and, 
aggravate his misfortune, man is 
= found to ſacrifice the pleaſures of 
theſa. to the lower and. baſer pleaſures. of 
ſenſe. Beſides, Mr, Gibbon allous that 
man is. made. for a future life 3 and if 
he be, what ſhall we ſay to the folly 
and baſeneſs of him, who, in oppoſi- 
tion to this moſt exalted prerogatire, 
tention of his moſt beneficent Creator, 
mall endeayour to pin himſelf doo, 
and give up all his affection and care, 


to 


[ 
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$ this inſignificant world ; and this, to 
the total "neglect of that infinitely im- 
portant futurity, wherein ſuch negle& 
muſt prove his certain and everlaſting 
deſtruction?ꝰ— is it any reproach to 
Chriſtianity, that men of this 1 ae 
ee e e Ve e #1 


Pigs 616. The: great ea beg 
by their language or their filente, equally 
diſcover their contempt for the growing 


| feet of Chriſtianity, which could - not 
| produce a Angle argument chat could en- 
gage the attention-of men of ſenſe and 
_ learning. — What! Has Mr. Gibbon, in- 
deed, found our religion deſerving of 
ſuch a cenſure as this! Has not he him- 
ſelf made the purity and power of its 
precepts, one great cauſe of its ſucceſs? 
And is not this, too, chat genuine, di- 
vine 
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vine revelation, which, in his own words, 
deſerves all eſteem and veneration ? And 
has he not but now confefled, that 
there were ſome men of ſenſe and learn- 
ing among the Chriſtians ?' And how, 
then, can he talk with ſuch condemna- 
tion of them, and praiſe of thoſe phi- 
loſophers, who, in oppoſition to this re- 
ligion, perſevered in, and defended, ſuch 
a one as their Paganiſm was? 


Very deep, indeed, muſt this gentle- 
man's prejudice be, when it could hin- 
der him from ſeeing that he muſt ex- 
poſe himſelf by ſuch an attack: for 
when we have the Goſpel and its proofs 
before us, it is of no conſequence to us 
what others have thought of theſe mat- 
ters. Will Mr, Gibbon, indeed, ſet 
up authority above reaſon and truth ?—- 

P But 
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But what were thoſe philoſophers, upon 
whoſe conduct Mr. Gibbon, in thus ſe- 
verely condemning the Chriſtian writers, 
lays ſuch an extraordinary ftreſs? I ſhall, 
ſhortly, but with the greateſt integrity and 
juſtice, ſhew._ Till Chriſtianity had 
made a conſiderable progreſs, they, ſor 
the moſt part, rejected a future life, 
but all of them denied any retribution 
in it. Their religion was only regarded 
in order to obtain the good things of 
this world, and had nothing in it of 
morality or virtue, but abundance of 
immorality and wickedneſs. The end 
of man, and his chief happineſs, was 
totally miſtaken by them all : and, be- 
befides a moſt unreaſonable attachment 
to their ſeveral and contradictory ſects, 
which they thought themſelves bound 
to follow and-.maintain, the principles 

LY es 1 


E 

of almoſt all of them were founded 
upon dogmas, not only unfavourable, 
but moſt adverſe to Chriſtianity; and 
we know, that every one of them al- 
lowed of ſeveral vices which true reli- 
gion abhors and rejects. I need not 
enlarge upon this matter; Mr. Gibbon 
muſt be conſcious of it; I will only 
hint at a few particulars. Fs 


Plato, in his Republic, recommends a 
community of wives, and would have- 
thoſe men, who had done moſt ſervice to 
the public, allowed a greater liberty in 
this way. Socrates himſelf was infa- 
mous for that vice which drew down fire 
from heaven upon Sodom and Gomor- 
rah; and the philoſophers were ſo com- 
monly addicted to it, that no man, who 
had * to the purity of his ſon, 

ä 23 dared 


1 


dared to commit him to their tuition. 
How juſt, therefore, is the character 
given of them by St. Paul, Rom. firſt 


chap. that pretending to be wiſe, they . 
became fouls, and abandoned themſelves 
'to the moſt ſhameful and abominable 


vices! It was a known matter among 
themſelves, that their practice, and their 


reaſoning about virtue, were totally dif- 


ferent, —Are theſe, then, the men, upon 
whoſe opinion we are to reject Chriſ- 
tianity !—reef the pureſt religion which, 
the world ever ſaw, and throw ourſelves 
back, it may be, into Heatheniſm, with 
all its abominations; - deſtroy the moſt 
perfect ſyſtem of morality, take away 


all incitements to virtue, and diſcourage- 


ment from vice ?—leave no hope of 


futurity, or, if there ſhould be ſuch, 
no poſlibility of our being happy in it! 


Are 
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Are theſe the men, upon whoſe virtue 
and integrity we are ſo entirely to de- 
pend, as, upon their account, to do 
ourſelves all theſe W and ĩrrepa- 
rable trulchicts'| * 


| Beſides, I am to obſerve, that theſe 
men could reliſh nothing but reaſon, 
the very pride of filly reaſon ; and that 
it was one main end of the Goſpel to 
deſtroy this very fooliſh and criminal 
preſumption, when applied to religion. 
It was (beſides the teaching us ſuch a 
purity of life, as might fit us for the 
happineſs of heaven) to open the One 
Infinite Nature to man, and to do the 
higheſt honour to it ; and therefore con- 
ſiſted, not of a revelation which could 
be reaſoned-on by man, or any creature, 
but of ſuch as could only be made 
PF Et known 
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known by the Creator himſelf, and prov - 
ed by the diſplay of his own almighty 
power; that is, by controuling that 
courſe of nature which he has eſta- 
bliſhed, and which could be done by 
his own hand alone; as, alſo, by his 
predicting, ſome hundreds, I might 
have ſaid thouſands, of years, before 
the completion, many contingent events, 
which ſhould, in their due time, come 
to paſs :—a knowledge this, which no 
creature could have, and which ſome 
of our reaſoners will not allow to be 
poſſible even to God himſelf. This re- 
velation was to be the power of God, 
and the wiſdom of God; that is, the 
exertion of theſe attributes in the higheſt 
degree: and was to regard the whole 
world,and the government of it,ina man- 
ner moſt conducive to its happineſs, even. 


from 


1 215 ] 

from the creation to the conſummation 
of all things; and muſt,” therefore, be 
as ſuperior to the faculties of men or 
angels, as the heavens are above the 
earth. No wonder, then, that it ſhould 
be deſpiſed by thoſe ſelf - opinionated 
men, who imagined all reaſon confined 
to themſelves, but, in truth, never had 
any proper ideas about religious matters. 
It neither came, nor was proved, in the 
way that they wiſhed ; and, therefore, 
it was fooliſhneſs to them. But St. 
Paul's affertion will ever remain true, 
that the fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer than 
men; and ſo it has remarkably proved 
in this inſtance. As to the underftand- 
ing and knowledge of the primitive 
Chriſtian writers, let their works, till 
extant, ſpeak for them. The general 
opinion of the world has hitherto been 
moſt bighty i in their favour 3” and who- 

7 4 ever 
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ever will read them with any impartia- 
lity, will, I believe, entertain the _ 
ſentiments, 3 


Page 617. Mr. Gibbon doubts whe- 
ther the philoſophers peruſed the Apolo- 
gies of the Chriſtians for themſelves 
and their religion. Poſſibly, they did 
not; but this ſhould not be ſaid by any 
man who has a regard for their charac- 
ter: for what reaſoners, or reſpecters 
of religion, muſt-they be, who could be. 
ſo well ſatisfied with Heatheniſm, as to 
refuſe even to hear any thing that could 
be ſaid in oppoſition to it ! He laments, . 
alſo, that the Chriſtian cauſe was not de- 
ended by abler advocates, they expoſe, 
with ſuperfluous wit and eloquence, the . 
extravagance of polytheiſm, and intereſt 


dur compaſſion by diſplaying the inno- 


cence and ſufferings of their injured bre- 
thren. 


( 27 4 
thren.— But how was this ſuperfluous, 
when the philoſophers ſtill perſevered 
in the defence of this religion, and the 


people ſtill went on in the cruel perſe- 
cution of the Chriſtians ? | | 


But they inſiſt ne frongly on | 
| the predictions which announced, than 
on the miracles which accompanied, the 
appearance of the Meſſiah —We ought, 
at this great diſtance of time, to be 
very cautious how we condemn the me- 
thod of defence uſed by the primitive 
Chriſtians. We have Origen's book 
againſt Celſus, who, in regard to his 
own reputation, to his religion, and to 
the authority by which he is ſo often 
controuled, and hindered from running 
into allegory, we may be ſure, has 
given us a juſt ſtate of this philoſopher's 
controverſy :' and now I aſk Mr. Gib- 

| bon, 
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bon, who has certainly read this work; 
whether he thinks the arguments of 
Celſus ſtrong or well-choſen ? I will 
anſwer for him; that he does not. And 
yet the Chriſtians, if they would at all 
reply, muſt anſwer ſuch reaſonings as 
theſe. They, who had been bred up 
Heathens themſelves, and lived among 
them, and were intimately acquainted 
with their religion and philoſophy, muſt 
be much better judges than any of us 
can be, what the beſt methods were 
with which to defend themſelves, and 
to perſuade others; and'it might have 
been folly in them to have recourſe to 
ſuch as may now ſeem to us moſt fitting 
and powerful for their purpoſe. In this 
inſtance, however, we can effectually 
vindicate them. | | 


' Thoſe philoſophers had the Seriphites 
= before 
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before them, which contained an au- 
thentic account of many and moſt ſtu- 
pendous miracles having been wrought 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, which ac- 
count, it appears, the Heathens them- 
ſelves did not contradict; and, if theſe 
could not convince them, how much 
leſs the fewer and leſſer that were per- 
formed in the church aſterwards. But 
as all theſe were by the Heathens attri- 
buted to magick, and their own gods 
| were preſumed to perform the like, it 
was manifeſtly improper for the Chriſ- 
tians to reſt their principal defence upon 
a proof of this kind. There was, how- 
ever, one of them, which was proper, 
and this I find inſiſted upon by Athena- 


goras, Theophilus, Tertullian, Minu- 
tius, Felix, Cyprian, and Origen, and, 
probably, by many others; and this 
is the power, which Tertullian ſo ſtrong- = 

TOP TRE Me ly 


— —— — — — 


[ 220 
ly infiſted upon, of the Chriſtians mak- 


| ing the demons confeſs whom the Hea- 
thens worſhipped—that they were de- 


mons,- and not gods. And this very 
reaſon is given by Origen, in his de-' 
fence of Chriſtianity. He affirms, that: 
ſome remarkable footſteps of this mira- 
culous power, for the confirmation of 
the truth of Chriſtianity, did. remain to 


his days; that the church was appoint- 


ed to deſtroy the power of infernal dæ- 
mons; that it was abſurd to ſuppoſe 
the Apoſtles did no miracles at all, but 
relied on their doctrines only; and that 
there were ſome remnants of this power 
to diſpoſſeſs dæmons ſtill preſerved a- 
mong them If he ſhould relate mira- 
cles of his own knowledge, it would 
furniſh the infidels with a ſubject of 
laughter, who would be ready to ſuſ- 
* the — as the Chriſtians 

did 


i 
did them, of inventing fictions to ſup- 
port a bad cauſe; but he calls God to 
witneſs, that in him it was'only, by a 
pope evidence, to maintain Chriſtiani- 
ty's divine origin.— Thus ſpeaks. the | 
great Origen. | * 


But prophecies were much more con- 
vincing to the Heathens. The parti- 
culars of our Saviour's life and actions 
are ſtrongly inſiſted upon by the Chriſ- 
tian advocates ; and the exact eventual 
completion of the predictions thereof, 
ſo many hundred years after they had 
been made, was ſo full a proof in be- 
half of Chriſtianity, as left no way to 
evade it, but by a denial of their anti- 
quity, which, as maintained by Chriſt's 
greateſt enemies, the Jews, could not 

be diſcredited without a moſt manifeſt 


abſurdity; yet even this abſurdity, great 
| as 


g 
ö 
| 
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as it was, we find ſome of them driven 


to, affirming the prophecies to be writ- 


ten after the accompliſhment of the facts. 


| What the books of Orpheus, Hermes, 
and the Sibyls were, neither I nor 
Mr. Gibbon know ; but that the latter 
(which only is here of importance) were 
not a Chriſtian forgery, is unqueſtiona- 
bly certain, becauſe they were quoted by 
Virgil, and formed a material part of 


Chriſt's: character, ſome years before 


he was born : and Athenagoras ſhews, 
that Plato cited them more than 300 
years before Chriſt, to prove their gods 


to be deified men. The learned Pri- 
deaux has a long diſſertation upon this 


matter, and coneludes, not that they 
were Chriſtian forgeries, but that there 
were ſome interpolations made in them 


oy che Chriſtians ; 3 which. was very 


fooliſhly 
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fooliſhly done by them, for they there- 
by rendered theſe books uſeleſs to the 10 
cauſe they were intended to ſupport- 
But even this cannot be allowed to that 
very learned and honeſt man, whoſe de- | 
fire of impartiality has, in this inſtance, | 
carried him a great deal too far. ö 


There were too many of the Sibyl- 
line books, and in too many hands, to 
have been all corrupted by the Chriſ- 
tians ; nor was it poſſible, when the: 
Heathens had all power in their hands, 
for the Chriſtians to quote theſe inter- 
polations, without being confuted and 
expoſed by their enemies, and this to 
the ruin of their religion. And that 
the reader may have entire ſatisfaction 
in this matter, I will here ſubjoin Mr. 
Reeves's note upon it, in his tranſlation 
of Juſtin Martyr's firſt Apology. 


« The 
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| © The great objection againſt the Si- 
bylline oracles, is, that they ſo plainly 


and expreſsly foretel Chriſt to the Hea- 
then world; as plainly as (or more ſo 
than) the prophets to the Jews. But 


was not Chriſt as manifeſtly foretold by 
Balaam the Aramitick Sorcerer, as by 
the prophet Iſaiah? Did not Job, who 
was not .of- Iſrael, ſpeak: of the great ar- 


ticle of the reſuxreftion Did not Da- 


niel, in his captivity, communicate bis a 


Prophecies to the Gentiles, as well as 


to the Jews? And was not a prophet 


ſent to Jeroboam, an Iſraelite indeed 


by birth, but a Pagan by religion. All. 

which evidently prove, that God never 
delivered himſelf more plainly by his 
prophets, . than when the occaſion, re- 


ſpected the Gentiles, and not the Jews. 


And this likewiſe proves what Clemens 


Alexandrinus tells us, 6 Stro. p. 270, 


That, 
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That, as God raiſed up prophets Among 
the Jews, to bring them to ſalvation, 
ce fic & ſeleiſſimam quemque a Paganis | 
ſervare voluiſſe, propheras ipſis . 
propria ipſorum dialecto excitando; 
and to theſe Sibyls, Juſtin Martyr, 
Clemens, Origen, Eufebius, Lactantius, 
ſent the Heathens for the truth of Chrif- 
tianity, and laid ſo great a ftreſs upon 
them as to be called Sibylliſts. But now, 
had all theſe been forgeries, (not to 
mention the baſenefs of a pious fraud, 
abominated b the firſtChriſtians,) they 
never would June been ſo fillily impu- 
dent, as to have appealed: to them be: 
fore the Em perors, and before the world; 
and Origen never could have challenged 
Celſus, or any of the Heathens, to give 
a conſiderable inſtance where thefe books 
were interpolated by the Chriſtians, 
which, no doubt, they would have tri: 


Q, vumphantly 
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emphantly done, had there been ſuch in- 
 terpolation to produce. Mareavery i it 
certain, that, in Cicero's time, the Sis 
bylline prophecies were ſo interpreted 
by ſome in favour of Cæſar, as to pre- 
dict a monarchy. Divi. lib. 2, Eum 
quemque revera Regem „ &c. That, if 
we would be ſafe, we ſhould acknawledge 
bim for a king wha really was ſo; whick 
interpretation, Cicero, after Czſar's 
death, was ſo much offended with, that 
he quarrels with. the oracles aud their 
interpreters : ,*©-Quamobrem Sibyllam 
quidem ſepoſitam,” &c. Wherefore, let 
us ſhut up .the Sibyl, and keep her cloſe, 
that, according to the decree of our an- 
ceſtors, her verſes may not be read with 
cut the expreſs command of the Senate, 
And then he adds, Cum Antiſtitibus,” 
&c. Let us alſo deal with the Quinde- 
. and the interpreters of theſe 
| Sibylline 


— 
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Sibylline books, that they weull rather 
produce any thing out of them than 4 
king. And in the eclogue of Virgil, 
& Ultima Cumei venit,“ & c. written 
about the beginning of the reign of 
Herod the Great, and flatteringly ap- 
plied to Pollio's fon, Salonius, Tuch a 
golden age, and renovation of all things, | 
are f| poken of, as cannot be fulfilled in 
the reign of any eafthly king, and in 
a ftrain prophetick. The ſame year 
that Pompey took Jeruſalem, one of 
the Sibyl oracles made a great noiſe, 
that Nature was about to bring forth a 
king to the Romans: and Suetonlus, 
in the Life of Auguſtus, faith, that this 
ſo terrified the Senate, that they made a 
decree, that none born that year ſhould 
be -educated ; and that thoſe, whoſe 
wives were with child, applied the pro- 
Phecy to themſelves. And Appian, Plu- 
„ 
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tach, Salluſt, and Cicero, ali-congur * 


Gying, that it was this prophecy of the 


Sibyls which ſtirred up Cornelius Len- 
tulus at that time, upon the falſe hope 
that he was the man deſigned for the 
king of the Romans. The words of 
Sugtonius in the Life of Veſpaſian are 
very remarkable: . Percrebyerat Ori- 
ente toto vetus & conſtans opinio, eſſe 
in Fatis, ut eo terypore Judea profecti 
rerum potirentur.“ And to the ſame 
purpoſe are thoſe of Tacitus: Hiſt lib. 5, 
* Pluribus perſuaſio inerat, antiquis Sa- 
cerdotum libris contineri, eo ipſo tem- 
pore fore, ut valeret Oriens, profectique 
]Judea rerum potirentur.” . 


*© Now, what I look upon as the moſt 
Probable account of theſe expreſs pro- 
phecies concerning, Chriſt, I mean, as. 
; tothe manner of their becoming ſo rife 
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among the Heathens, is this: :—The 
Jes, in their diſperſions, took all oc- 
caſions to ſpeak the moſt magnificent 
tbings of their expected Meſſiah; and 
the prophecies concerning his glory, by 
the more than ordinary grace of God, 
ſhone brighter and clearer upon their 
minds during their captivity, and af- 
forded the greateſt ſupport to them under 
Their exile ; and an theſe occaſions it 


was, I believe, that the Jewiſh oracles 


came to be admitted into the Sibylline 
books laid up in the Capitol. The books 
af the Sibyls were of two kinds; thoſe 
bought by Tarquin, and burnt with the 


Capitol in the time of Sylla, we find 
from Livy, were full of nothing but 
idolatry and ſuperſtition : but after the 
16-building of the Capitol, there were 


others brought from Erythræ, by the 
* ambaſſadors deputed far that pur - 
: 1 paſe a 
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pole ; ; and afterwvarts others were ſent 
by Auguſtus upon the ſame deſign, as 
we are informed by Tacitus, Ann. c. 6. 
r Quzfitus Samo, Tlio, Erythris, per A- 
fricam etiam & Siciliam & Italicas co- 
lonias, Carminibus Sibyllz, datum Sa- 


cerdotibus negotium, quantum humana 8 


ope potuiſſent vera diſcertiere.” And to 
the ſame purpoſe Suetonius, Aug. cap.31. 
Now, who can doubt but in this ſearch 
after the Sibylline oracles many of the 
Jewiſh prophecies were picked up (Go 
pecially thoſe famous ones concerning 
their new king), and carried with the 
reſt to Rome: for, after the firſt were 
burnt with the Capitol, who could poſ- 
poſſibly diſtinguiſh the one from the 
other? And, therefore, Tacitus cau- 
tiouſly adds, in the fore-cited paſſage, 
quantum humana ope potuifſent.” 


Thus 


L 231 J 
Thus argues the learned Mr. Reeves; 
and now, Dean Prideaux's miſtake, and 
Mr. Gibbon's too great readineſs to a- | 
buſe the Chriſtians, muſt be manifeſt | | 
to every reader. 


| 
| The ien of inattention paid by | 
the Heathens to the miracles of Chriſt | 
and his Apoſtles, is founded upon. a 
great miſtake, - All che miracles of our 
Saviour were performed among the Jews, 
a very few in the adjoining Heathen 
natiohs excepted ; and what were done | 
among the Heathens in general by the [ 
_ Apoſtles, we know not, except a n! I 
number performed by, St. Paul te con- | 
firm his preaching, * Neither Seneca 1 
nor Pliny might ever have ſeen one of | | 
them; nor is it probable that they did. | 
To people prejudiced beyond convic- 
tion they were never ſhewn; and. that 
| All- 
' 
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All-wiſe Being who was to work wem, | 
knew before-hand when they would be 
uſeleſs. Or theſe very people might 
have ſeen and neglected them, or not 
have choſen to ſpeak any thing of them F 
and unleſs they had been converted by 
them, it is certain that they would not. 
We are now too well acquainted witir 
the character of philoſophers, to expect 
ſuch a ſelf-denying fairneſs and candour 
from any of them. The ſpiteful miſ. 
repreſentations which they gide of Chriſt 
tianity, when they at all ſpeak of it, 
warrants this aſſertion. But the defen- 
ders of the primitive Chriſtian miracles, 
againſt Dr. Middleton, have ſhewn that 

there was not that dead filence of the 

Heathens about them which Mr. Gib- 

bon aſſerts: they are often mentioned 
by them, though only to be ridiculed 


and condemned as magick. 
ä 
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The darkneſs of our Saviour s cruci- 
ſmion might have been confined ta the 
And of Judea, and it is now generally 
thought to have been fo. But that Phle- 
gan's teſtimony is by us wiſely given 
up, I know not: Dr. Chapman's diſſer- 
tation upon this ſubject, at leaſt, ſhews 
the probability to be on the other ſide; 
and, from Origen's quoting it, it is 
plain to be of a very ancient ſtanding. 
— The anſwer given in Dr. Watſon's 
book, to the repreſentation here made 
of Pliny, ſhews it to be a great miſ- 
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As to Mr. Gibbon's 16th Chapter, 
it contains matter ſo much leſs affecting 
Chriſtiavity, and what is offenſive in it 
is ſo particularly confuted by much abler 
pens than mine, that I ſhall ſay nothing 
to it. But here I will congratulate my 
Ae Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian reader upon the certainty und 
ftrength of his holy faith 3 for very 
cettain and wel founded muſt it indeed 
be, when it can withſtand, and with- 
out any the leaſt injury to itſelf, the 
fierceſt attacks that Mr. Gibbon, with 
all his genius and leurning, all his deep 
prejudices and eagerneſs, could make 
to deſtroy it. But it 8 truly founded 
upon a rock, and will remain unſhaken 
among us fo long as we fhall retain any 
juſt ſenſe of the dignity of the nature 
of rational and moral man above that 
of the irrational and immoral brute, 
and are capable of any proſperity in 

this world, or happineſs in 'that'wikch 
il t come. 


And rde e ee that 55 
I think it ſirſt meceſſary to warn the 


Chriſtian . being/frightened 
from 
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which he will hereafter find to be draum 
by Mr. Gibbon, and juſiiy wo, in his 


hiſtory of the next and the two follow- 
ing centuries, when the furious den- 
ons, animoſities, perſecutions, and cru- 


elty of the Chriſtians againſt each other, 
and when the lazuty, pride, ambition, 


turbulence, of their great and pomerful 
clergy, will preſent a horrid {ſcene t his 
view; very diſhonourable, indeed, to 
the actors themſelves, but not really 


hurtful to their religion; for, both by 


its moſt poſitive precepts, and by the 
whole tenor of its doctrines, it is the 


fartheſt removed from, it is the moſt 
adverſe to, this abominable deſtructive 


ſpirit. But as long as men are men, 
and Satan is permitted to range abroad 
in the world, there will be ſuch things 
in it; and 2 concerning that 

which 
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which, of all others, , deſerves the greateſt | 
eftcem, and is moſt worthy to be pre- 
eee erer f 


Phil. v. 12, For we wreſtle not 


againſt fleſh and blood, but againſt 
incipalities, againſt powers, againſt 
the rulers of the darkneſs of this world, 
againſt ſpiritual wickedneſs (margin, 
wicked ſpirits) in high places.” 
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